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Morinville family planning trip to assist 
daughter with rare medical condition

by Stephen Dafoe

Morinville - In her mother’s arms, her 
parents and siblings gathered around her 
on the living room sofa for a family photo, 
18-month old Blakelee Mayr looks like any 
other child at first glance. But she is not. 
Blakelee was born with Cornelia de Lange 
Syndrome (CdLS), a genetic disorder that 
affects one in 10,000 to 50,000 newborns, 
depending on the information source, and 
causes “a range of physical, cognitive and 
medical challenges” according to CdLS 
World, the International Federation of CdLS 
Support Organizations. 

Each year approximately 18 children are 
born in Canada with Cornelia de Lange, a 
syndrome that is seldom detected in utero 
and not always detected at birth. 

Typically CdLS causes hirsuitism (exces-
sive hair) and well as unique facial features, 
including long eyelashes and eyebrows that 
are thin and meet in the middle. Addition-
ally, children with CdLS often have short up-

turned noses and thin downturned lips. It is 
marked by low birth weight, delayed growth 
and small stature. Other common medi-
cal issues include heart defects, vision and 
hearing problems, limb deficiencies, includ-
ing missing fingers, forearms and arms, and 
gastro-esophageal reflux disease (GERD), 
the latter a condition present in Blakelee.

 “Not all kids that are born with the syn-
drome have all of the characteristics; some 
are mild characteristics,” explained mother 
Kass Mayr. “Blakelee has the classic Cornelia 
de Lange where she has all of the character-
istics: the long, thick hair at birth, the eye-
brow that connects in the middle, and the 
downturned lip and upturned nose. She’s got 
feeding issues and is fed through a G[astro-
intestinal feeding] tube. She’ll probably have 
that for her whole life. When she was eight 
weeks old they went in and gave her the 
G tube and tied off her stomach because 
she has really bad gastro reflex.” Blakelee’s 
GERD is not uncommon and is present in 
some 85 per cent of Cornelia de Lange Syn-

drome children which makes eating incred-
ibly painful.

Though Cornelia de Lange Syndrome is 
extremely rare, the Mayrs had two children 
born with the syndrome. A twin sister, born 
with a diaphragmatic hernia, a rare form of 
hernia present once in 2,000 to 5,000 births, 
died at five days. “Her lower abdominal cav-
ity came up into her chest,” mother Kass 
said. “That actually didn’t happen until she 
was born. When they take their first breath, 
that’s when everything comes into their up-
per cavity. She was on life support for five 
days. They were fraternal twins, but both 
born with the same syndrome. That usually 
only happens with identical twins.”

Looking for some help to help

For Blakelee’s parents, Mike and Kass 
Mayr, CdLS has caused an 18-month search 
for understanding into how best to help their 
daughter, a child who weighs 13-and-a-half 

Mike and Kass Mayr pose with their 
18-month-old daughter Blakelee and their 
other three children. Blakelee was born with 
Cornelia de Lange Syndrome, a rare genetic 
disorder that affects one in 10,000 to 50,000 
children. 
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pounds at 18-months, a pound-and-a-half 
lighter than her six-month-old brother. At 
birth and beyond, Blakelee continues to 
have smaller than normal hands and feet, 
the latter a situation that causes balance 
difficulties for Cornelia de Lange Syndrome 
children. “She may not walk until she’s four 
or five,” Mayr said, adding her daughter has 
low muscle tone which makes it difficult to 
support her head. “She has a physiothera-
pist. She has an occupational therapist. She 
has a feeding therapist. They’re not able to 
help us because they’re comparing her to 
kids they have had in the past. Her anatomy 
is so unique. There is not enough knowledge 
of their anatomy. It’s so different when they 
compare it [CdLS] with other kids.”

Special CdLS Conference

The family has the opportunity for the 
deeper understanding they are seeking this 
summer. The family of six plans to travel 
to Costa Mesa, California where the CdLS 
Foundation will host a biannual conference 
offering families like the Mayrs an opportu-
nity to speak one-on-one with doctors who 
specialize in CdLS, healthcare professionals 
who can craft a plan of care to bring back to 
Blakelee’s doctors and therapists at home. 

“They’re able to put on this huge confer-
ence where doctors from all over the place, 
the ones that specialize [in CdLS],” Mayr 
said. “We’re allowed to pick three doctors 
and with those three doctors Blakelee will 
get one-one-one [consultation]. We’ll be 
able to put together a special care package 
for her for us to bring back to the phys-
iotherapist, the feeding specialist and her 
main doctor.” Blakely will also receive some 
specialized testing while at the California 
conference, and parents Kass and Mike will 

have the opportunity to attend a number of 
specialized seminars that relate to what they 
and their daughter are currently experienc-
ing.

Though the family has had some refuge of 
assistance through the online CdLS Discus-
sion Board, an online community of parents, 
they are looking forward to the opportunity 
to get answers and direction directly from 
professionals who have made the study of 
CdLS their life’s work.

“It’s important that we get the informa-
tion from these doctors so that we can come 
back and advocate,” Mayr said. “That’s the 

main thing, to advocate, and knowing what 
to say to these specialists when they are 
trying to push things.”

Financial assistance needed

The conference takes place June 26 to 
29 and will cost the family approximately 
$5,000, including travel and accommoda-
tions, which is a struggle for a family of six 
with one income. But they are determined to 
make it to California this summer and have 
raised more than $2,000 towards the funds 
needed, donations made by family and 
friends and through a Go Fund Me online do-
nation account. While the parents welcome 
donations through the Go Fund Me Account, 
they caution that the website takes 7.9 per 
cent of the donation between Go Fund Me 
and processing fees.

Those wishing to make a donation to the 
family directly can contact Kass Mayr at 
kass@tntmarketing.ca. The Go Fund Me ac-
count is GoFundMe.com/7dj7xs.

 Cornelia de Lange Facts

Affects one in 10,000 to 50,000 children 
- approximately eight children born in 
Canada with the syndrome each year.

Named for Cornelia de Lange, who is 
believed to have first identified the syn-
drome. 

Symptoms include:
Low birth weight, delayed growth and 
small stature, developmental delays, 
missing limbs, excessive body hair, up-
turned nose and downturned lips.
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Whose budget 
is it anyway?

by Calli Stromner   calli@morinvillenews.com

Conservative ViewsCO
LU

M
N

If the tone of a Council’s term is defined by the first major 
decision of its mandate, the road is about to get bumpy for 
administration. The chest-thumping and calls for accountabil-
ity voters saw from candidates last fall intensified in the final 
hours of budget debate on March 11 and saw senior adminis-
tration enter in to an awkward and inappropriate debate over 
program funding with individual Councillors. It got so tense and 
strange at one point that Councillor Stephen Dafoe moved to 
go “in camera” so that Council could discuss an immediate 
“labour matter” without the public or (presumably) administra-
tion present.

The passing of their first budget was marked by exhausted 
applause at the end of a long day of meetings and had Council congratulating staff on a job well 
done. But they failed to get that “line by line” review of the town’s finances on which many of 
them won votes last October. One wonders that if Council had been given access to the detailed 
accounts, they might not have doubled the operational review budget and shortened its time-
frame.

Residents and Council ought to be asking who this budget really belongs to. Is it a true dem-
onstration of Council’s direction for the community...or is it a wish list from senior management? 
Administrators have repeatedly referred to this as “Council’s budget,” yet time and time again, 
the CAO has said publicly that Council doesn’t have the authority to make operational changes 
to programs that are funded by Council approval. 

If that were true, some of the budget amendments made on February 25 would be out of line, 
such as the window replacement at Perras Place or the sign installation at the Cultural Centre. 
Both items were scrapped without an opposing word from senior administration; however, when 
one councillor suggested that appliance rebates given under the water conservation program go 
to toilets instead, administration quickly took back ownership of the budget. Whether out of na-
iveté or the exhaustion of eight straight hours of meetings, Council not only did not object to this 
notion, individual members either said nothing or agreed with it. Further, the passionate plea for 
leniency from the town’s CAO when Council debated a cut to $40,000 to the Performance Series 
at the CCC made it even more apparent that administration owns this year’s budget. 

Municipal councils are legislatively obligated to pass an annual budget. They are morally 
obligated to ensure that tax dollars, which fund programs, services and infrastructure, are repre-
sentative of community desires. It remains to be seen if Council will continue to let administration 
have the last word on “Council’s budget.”

780-800-3619
10021 100 Ave.

PO Box 3135
Morinville T8R1S1
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joe@morinvillenews.com

by Calli Stromner   calli@morinvillenews.com

Morinville Budget 2014: 
Satellites and Sonar?Letter:

It was hot and humid in Council Cham-
bers at the last Regular Meeting of Council 
on March 11.

 
Mayor and Council members debated the 

Budget during Third Reading.
Yep. Debated. With enthusiasm.
 
Some clouds, sunny breaks and the oc-

casional solar flare.
There was agreement and then... not so 

much.
There was a healthy and courteous ex-

change of views.
Councillors had done their homework.
There was detail.
There were Big Picture perspectives from 

kilometers up... and pinging sonar to locate 
fuzzy details on the ocean floor.

Laser questions.
 
This was civil civics at its best.
Hard on the issues and respectful of the 

people... citizens, each other, and Town Ad-
ministration.

 
The Morinville Community Cultural Cen-

tre.
Anchored to the bottom with a hefty 

$772,213.00 in annual operational costs for 
2014.

(Data Source: March 11 Agenda Package/
Town Website: Budget 2014: Table 7: Sum-
mary of Expenditures by Department )

 
Pings were sent out.
Councillors plumbed the depths.
 
This issue no longer quietly submerged. 
How come so much?
What is being done?

 A clear message was being sent.
 
Council wants answers.
Council wants data.
Council wants solutions.
I was over-klempt.
A little dewy eyed.
I blame the humidity.
 
This Council also took a stand at the Feb-

ruary 25 Council Meeting.
They voted unanimously to allocate suf-

ficient monies to undertake a comprehensive 
Organizational and Operational Review.  

They were not persuaded to spin the re-
view out over two years as recommended by 
Town Administration.

They would not be deflected.
The review was to be completed in 2014.
 
Ping. Pong. Piiiinnggg...
Message sent.
 
This Council wants answers.
During the first year of their new man-

date.
Imagine.
 
Kudos to them!
 
Next challenge?
 
How to avoid the sandbars and coral 

when the Requests for Proposals (RFPs) go 
out for the Organizational and Operational 
Review.

Council needs to set the parameters.
Council needs to vet the proposals.
Council needs to receive the final report.
 
The value of any review is determined at 

the very outset by who is selected to do the 
work.

Council has the opportunity to select a 
professionally objective and fully indepen-
dent firm like a KPMG or a Deloitte.

 
This Council wants answers.
This Council wants data.
Not only that... they seem to have an ap-

petite for the right questions:
 
Why are we doing certain things?
How well are we doing them?
What deserves to be celebrated?
Are there efficiencies to be found?
What should be improved?
What needs to change?
What do we keep doing well?
What needs to stop?
 
An organizational scan from the top down 

and the bottom up.
Satellites and Sonar.
 
Some clouds, sunny breaks and the oc-

casional solar flare.
We are witnessing governance in the pub-

lic interest.
 
Kudos.
 
Was that a momentary twinge of opti-

mism...
Or just the sciatica acting up again?
 
I’m leaning toward optimism... for now.
 

Yours truly,
Paul G. O’Dea
Morinville Resident

Did you know we post local event photos daily on our Facebook page ... 
                                                                                          facebook.com/MorinvilleNews
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The Morinville Community Library is excited to announce its Sunday 
services are expanding.  In addition to being open from 12 p.m. to 4 
p.m. each Sunday, patrons can now reserve the program room and use 
it for a unique birthday party experience. The room can accommodate 
up to 15 children, and at no extra cost, party guests will have access to 
the library’s extensive Lego collection, high-definition video projector 
and popcorn machine. Come visit the library or call (780-939-3292) to 
get further information and book the room today! 

Providing a clean and safe venue for birthday parties is just one of 
the many services that the library provides for the local community. 
The library first began trialing Sundays in May, 2013, to see how many 
patrons would use the facility. The trial proved successful, with the aver-
age number of patrons visiting the library rising from 16 per Sunday in 
May to 34 per Sunday in October. Given this success, the Library Board 
has voted to continue operating with Sunday hours for the duration of 
the year. By having extended hours, the library is able to serve patrons 
seven days a week.

Isabelle Cramp, Library Manager

Letter: Library continuing 
Sunday hours, adding parties

The warmer weather has got me thinking that spring might not be 
far away from us and that got me thinking about how I ought to 
drag my barbecue out of the garage again and maybe cook myself 
a steak. Here’s some signs Morinville is well on its way to spring.

1 There’s a whole bunch of squishy doggy danishes on the side-
walks and on the trails because dog owners couldn’t be bothered 
to pick up after their mutts during the winter. If there’s one thing 
worse than doggy doo on the sidewalk, it is stepping in month’s 
old doggy doo that’s been frozen and thawed in the sun. 

2 The sound of trucks accelerating because the leadfooted lead-
heads figure they can race around town now that the snow and 
ice is melting and they won’t slide around into all the cars that 
park on both sides of the street because heaven help us if some-
one should use their driveway to park a car.   

3  Bikes, skateboards and scooters are making a return to the 
middle of the street so that you cannot drive on the road. But 
don’t say nothing or the bird that makes an appearance won’t be 
the first robin of spring, it’ll be the bird some cocky eighth grader 
flips you for suggesting maybe he ought not to take up the whole 
damned road.  

4  Of course not all signs of spring in Morinville are bad ones 
or ones to complain about. I see the Wheelbarrow Gardener’s 
column is in the paper. That Val Loseth’s got some smart ideas 
about plants and stuff and how to grow them. Too much fuss for 
my liking. My gardening consists of going to the Flower Stop or 
Vintage Petals whenever I get in trouble with the missus. There’s 
an agricultural term for that. It’s called a blooming idiot harvest-
ing an apology. 

5  My favourite thing about spring is hearing the birds chirping 
in the morning, which starts earlier because of Daylight Savngs 
Time. I like the chickadees and them other little birds, but them 
magpies and bluejays need to shut up. Them two species get 
fighting in the morning and it sounds like the missus and her sis-
ter getting on about something. That might have just cost me an 
apology harvest.

MORINVILLE

HERE’S 
MY VIEW!

oJ

Send your thoughts and beefs to joe@morinvillenews.com

LAFARGE CANADA INC.
is now accepting applications in the GEA Rurals for the following positions: 
  

Batcher/Dispatcher  
Requirements:   

◊ Class 5 license   
◊ Construction experience an asset. 
◊ For Morinville and Fort Saskatchewan locations   

Ready Mix Truck Drivers 
Requirements:   

◊ Class 1 or 3 license 
◊ with Air Brakes.   
◊ Construction experience an asset. 

◊ For Morinville, Fort Sask, & Westlock locations   

Customer Care Representative   
Requirements:   

◊ Class 5 license    
◊ Pleasant telephone manner  
◊ Experience an asset

◊ For Morinville location only      
  

All applicants must complete a signed 
application form, submit a current driver’s 

abstract, all previous employers and 
references with contact numbers. Pre-

employment medical is required.

Apply to #2 Heritage Industrial Park
Morinville, AB T8R 1S2

or Fax 780-939-4866

or email David.Chute@Lafarge-na.com

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE
     

WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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bby Val Loseth, the Wheelbarrow Gardener

Much of our world today is based on visual stimulation and in-
stant gratification. We are bombarded with images from magazines, 
television and social media feeds, such as Instagram and Pinterest. 
We see pictures of lush green gardens, bright and colourful flower 
beds, amazing backyards with 
decks, pools and fire pits. We want 
what we see, and we want it now. 
What you don’t see is a disclaimer 
as to the amount of preparation and 
labour that goes into the picture 
perfect garden. You don’t see the 
physical and environmental attri-
butes of the yard that allows that 
garden to flourish. So what is it 
then that you should take notice of 
before you consider adding a new 
garden or updating the old?

Things to consider before putting 
the shovel in the ground:

◊ The size of the yard, are you 
working with a narrow lot or an 
acerage? This will determine the 
size, type and quantity of plants, 
always keep in mind the mature 
size of the plants both above 
ground and below, they do tend 
to grow.
◊ Soil condition is one of the 
more important physical consid-
erations. Whether you have sandy, rich 
organic or clay based soil will make 
all the difference in the world when it 
comes to how successful any garden 
will be. It’s important to know what 
you’re working with before you even start. 
◊ What is the hardiness zone, are there pockets in the yard 
that have micro-climate characteristics? Knowing this expands 
the choices of plants and provides many more exotic plant op-
tions, you could be the envy of the neighbourhood with that one 
plant that no one else seems to be able to grow.
◊ Light and shade patterns: what is a sun drenched area in 
the morning becomes a deep shade zone later that afternoon 
due to the 40 foot Spruce tree beside the house. Certain plants 
require a specific number of hours of sunlight to grow success-
fully, so knowing how the sun moves around the yard spring 
through summer will ensure success with the proper choice in 
plants.

◊ What happens when it rains? Where does the water go, does 
it pool in low levels of the yard creating soggy wetland conditions 
or is there good drainage? Where are the downspouts on the 
house located, high volume run-off can uproot delicate plants, 

cause soil erosion and flooding issues for both 
your home and garden.
◊ Neighbours and the neighbourhood 
are other factors that you should consider. Is 
there an unsightly fence or a noisy dog that 
disturbs the serenity of the yard. Is there a 
need for privacy planting? Are there landscape 
requirements from the developer, specific 
types and calibres of trees, and a timeline for 
them to be planted?

These are all important factors to consider, 
but none is as important as the lifestyle that 
your family leads. Taking the time to think 
about how you and your family will use the 
garden will also help you to determine the 
extent of which you want to create a garden 
worthy of a pin on Pinterest. 

Do you have the following?

Time: Do you have an abundance of it, or 
are you running here and there never having 
a moment to stop and smell the roses? Gar-
dens don’t look after themselves and although 
there are many options for low maintenance, 
there will always need to be a time commit-

ment made.

Energy: Looking after a garden takes different 
levels of energy based on your plant choices and 
design. How much energy are you and your fam-

ily willing to spend?

Money: Gardens are not cheap, how much money you are willing 
to invest in the garden will certainly make many of the choices for 
you, keep in mind it does not all need to be done at once. Building a 
garden in stages is not only smart dollarwise it allows you and your 
family to grow with the garden. 

Hiring a professional can cost you money initially, but it most 
certainly can save you time, energy and money in the long run. If 
figuring out all those points discussed earlier seems a little daunt-
ing and the idea of trying to choose the proper plants puts you in a 
panic, let me figure it all out, that is after all my job!  

Garden contemplations

facebook.com/wheelbarrowgrdnr
thewheelbarrowgardener@gmail.com
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Good neighbours

The Morinville Fire Depart-
ment got a call Thursday 
night to visit their next-
door neighbour Guardian 
Drugs to deal with a small 
electrical motor fire. The 
department did not have 
far to go, nor did they 
take long to respond to 
the matter. Firefighters 
are seen here setting up 
fans to clear smoke out of 
the local drug store.

- Stephen Dafoe photo

 Show Hours: Friday 5:30 to 8:30

 Saturday 10:00 to 5:00

 Sunday 10:00 to 4:00

 

Admission: $3.00 each or $10.00 per family 

 Children under two free.

APRIL 11 - 13APRIL 11 - 13
Ray McDonald Arena

9908 - 107 Avenue Morinville

Join us as we 
“Leap Into Spring” 

with our annual 
expo presented by 
the Morinville and 
District Chamber 

of Commerce
 

BABY CRAWL

PET FASHION SHOW

Featuring a number 
of local and regional 
exhibitors, each one 

showcasing what 
our area has 
to offer you

Sponsored by

Sobeys Morinville
Allstate Insurance 

Morinville Vet Clinic 
Professional Realty
The Morinville Newswww.morinvillechamber.com

Entertainment Through The Weekend
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COUNCIL
News From Morinville

by Calli Stromner
n

by Calli Stromner

Morinville - After an additional round of 
budget amendments, Council unanimously 
passed the 2014 operating budget and 
capital plan with a 3.5 per cent tax increase 
to property owners. The $7.7 million budget 
was whittled down by another $117,300 on 
March 11 after much debate and discussion 
around service levels and how expenditures 
are reported by administration, particularly 
with respect to the Morinville Community 
Cultural Centre (MCCC) and its ongoing an-
nual deficit.

Councillors Stephen Dafoe and Barry 
Turner had Community Services in their 
crosshairs for much of the final budget 
meeting and sought Council’s support to 
reduce the Performance Series expendi-
tures by $40,000 and freeze the Community 
Services budget at 2013 levels respectively. 
Turner’s motion to freeze levels was subse-
quently withdrawn and Dafoe’s motion to 
reduce the concert series budget by $40,00 
was defeated 4-3, but not before an impas-
sioned plea from Chief Administrative Officer 
Debbie Oyarzun to wait for the new Opera-
tions and Business Manager to analyze the 
operations and expenditures at the MCCC, a 
process that could take several months.  

“I’m suggesting that let’s do the review, 
bring the operations manager in, look at 
opportunities or cost savings,” said Oyarzun 
of the proposed amendments to decrease 
funding to the Community Services area. “I 
worry that it could be premature and losing 
the things that you’ve worked hard to put in 
place.” 

Oyarzun added that administration had 
moved staff and line items around in this 
year’s budget so that functions and pur-
poses were aligned, but which also made it 
“impossible” for administration to determine 
how much of the 2014 Community Services 
budget could be lowered to 2013 levels. 

“It is embarrassing to me that we can’t 

produce the numbers for the Performance 
Series,” said Councillor Dafoe. “This isn’t 
about cutting community services.” Mayor 
Lisa Holmes also weighed in on the lengthy 
debate with administration over the Commu-
nity Services and Performance Series budget 
saying, “This is a disaster that needs to be 
dealt with and that’s what we’re doing. If we 
make these cuts, we don’t know what will be 
affected.”

Other budget 
amendments included:

◊  A decrease of $9,500 to the Com-
munity Grant program, leaving $20,000 
in the budget for community groups to 
apply for;
◊ The removal of the fire emergency 
warning lights that had been proposed for 
installation in front of the Morinville Fire 
Hall, saving Morinville taxpayers another 
$38,856;
◊ A decrease of $5,000 to the overall 
Council budget used for public relations, 

sponsorships, etc.;
◊ Elimination of a $7,000 grant request 
from the Morinville Minstrels with a rec-
ommendation that the local singing group 
apply for funding under the Community 
Grant program;
◊ Reducing a new funding request from 
the Morinville Food Bank from the re-
quested $13,860 to cover their rent down 
to the $2,500 Council has traditionally 
granted the group in the past;
◊ The elimination of $20,000 for ap-
pliance rebates under the Town’s Water 
Conservation Program and the addition of 
$10,000 to purchase organic waste bins 
to give away to residents on a first come, 
first serve basis; 
◊ The decrease of the overall taxa-
tion increase to 3.5% from 4%, which 
resulted in a savings of approximately 
$37,000; and
◊ The addition of six annual family 
dances per year to be paid out of existing 
budget dollars.

Council also gave third and final read-
ings to the water and sewer bylaws, which 
establish the user fees and charges for both 
utilities. The Waste Management Bylaw was 
deferred to the next Council Meeting on 
March 25 so that staff could adjust pick-
up schedules to ensure the transition from 
weekly to bi-weekly garbage pick-up was 
done seamlessly.

While Council passed the 2014 Budget, 
they still have not approved the annual Mill 
Rate Bylaw, which formally establishes the 
property tax mill rate. That legislative re-
quirement typically takes place in April and 
must happen before tax notices can be sent 
to property owners at the end of May.

The next regular meeting of Morinville 
Town Council is scheduled for Mar. 25 at 
7:30 p.m. 

Council approves 
3.5% tax increase 
to support budget

“It is embarrassing to me that 
we can’t produce the numbers 
for the Performance Series”

- Councillor Stephen Dafoe

“This is a disaster that 
needs to be dealt with and 
that’s what we’re doing.”

- Mayor Lisa Holmes
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by Tristan Turner

Morinville - Four grant requests were 
presented to council at their Mar. 11 regular 
meeting. Grant requests that were consid-
ered were a $1,000 habitat signage request 
from the Morinville Fish and Game Asso-
ciation, a $2,500 grant request from the 
Morinville Public Elementary School Par-
ent Fundraising Committee for their annual 
Community Carnival, a $2,500 grant request 
from the Morinville Youth Basketball As-
sociation to cover upcoming provincials in 
Edmonton, and a $2,500 request from Black 
Ice Volleyball Club. At the end of the evening 
$3,050 in grants were awarded.

First to be considered was the $1,000 
grant request from the Fish and Game As-
sociation. This money was to be used to 
put signs with habitat information along the 
town’s walking trails. Despite a recommen-
dation from Administration that the request 
be denied, Councillor Stephen Dafoe sug-
gested that council give $750 of their re-
quested $1,000 because of the importance 
of the pond to Morinville’s trail system. 

Administration had recommended to 
council that this grant request be denied, 
with CAO Debbie Oyarzun saying that the 
town is already working with the Fish and 
Game to construct a new facility to replace 
their aging clubhouse and that their may be 
other ways for the group to receive fund-
ing. Dafoe argued most of the groups who 
come for grant funding have other ways of 
obtaining funding. Oyarzun reminded council 

the town has already allocated funds to add 
signage on the trail system, and she believes 
there is a risk of duplicating efforts. Dafoe 
subsequently withdrew his motion on the as-
surance the Town would do all it can to work 
with the group on the interpretive signage 
initiative.

Next to be considered was the Morinville 
Youth Basketball Association who requested 
a $2,500 grant. This request was made to 
help assist the travel and attendance of four 
teams at provincials in Edmonton. Adminis-
tration recommended that council fund just 
over half of the request at $1,300, which 
was half of the provincial fees. Council-
lor Boutestein suggested that council fund 
$1,500, saying that this would cover all 
expenses she felt were appropriate, exclud-
ing team shirts. Councillor Dafoe challenged 
this, saying that because provincials were to 
be held in Edmonton, he found funding over 
$1,300 to be excessive. Council approved 
the $1,500 recommended by Boutestein in 
a 5-1 vote. Councillor Rob Ladouceur ab-
stained due to pecuniary interest.

The Morinville Public Elementary School 
Parent Fundraising Association’s request to 
receive $2,000 of funding for their annual 
free Carnival was also considered. Admin-
istration recommended that council cover 
$1,500 of the $2,000, the approximate cost 
of rentals for the community event. Af-
ter some clarification the event was not a 
fundraiser, but a free public event, Council 
approved the grant at the recommended 
$1,500 amount.     Continued on page 32

Community groups 
receive grant money
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by Tristan Turner

Morinville - Amy Taylor, the newest board 
member for the Morinville-based Sturgeon 
Victim Services, gave a presentation to Mor-
inville Council Mar. 11 on the operations her 
organization undertakes in the county, and 
the service they provide in Morinville. Victim 
Services provides assistance to victims of 
crime under the criminal code, as well as the 
victims of natural disasters or other trauma. 
“The aftermath of a crime, natural disas-
ter, or other emergencies, can be traumatic 
and overwhelming. It doesn’t just affect the 
victim, but also their families, businesses, 
neighbors and people around them. After 
a tragedy, there are many people that will 
need assistance, and that’s what Sturgeon 
Victim Services does,” said Taylor, beginning 
her presentation.

Taylor said Sturgeon Victim Services 
consists of a large group of volunteers that 
are available 24-hours-a-day, 365-days-
a-year to provide services to victims over 
the phone, at their office at the Morinville 
RCMP detachment or in victims’ homes. 
The organization serves Sturgeon County, 
Bon Accord, Legal, Alexander First Nation 
and Morinville, an area encompassing about 
36,000 people. The group assists victims by 
offering post-trauma and bereavement sup-
port as well as court accompaniment. The 
organization also assists victims by giving 
information on restitution, court proceedings 
and coping with trauma. Victims Services 
works as well to refer victims to counselors, 
support groups and the Crown Prosecutor’s 
office.

The organization works with victims of 
many different crimes, including assault, 
sexual assault, domestic abuse, harassment/
threats, theft, and vandalism. Sturgeon Vic-
tim Services has seen a decrease in total an-
nual files since 2011, seeing more than 200 
files in 2011, 153 in 2012 and 135 in 2013.

 “We have three part-time staff, we have 
our Executive Director, Program Manager 
and Court Coordinator,” Taylor said. “We also 
have eight volunteer advocates; they are the 
ones that directly deal with the victims, and 
we also have eight volunteer board mem-
bers.” Taylor said they currently have two 
vacancies on their volunteer board, leaving 
them with six current members. 

The organization receives the majority 
(two-thirds) of their budget from the Alberta 
Solicitor General, with additional funding 
coming from Sturgeon County, business 
sponsors, private donations and a $5,000 
grant from the Town of Morinville.

Taylor went on to speak about the effect 
the organization has on the community, say-
ing: “The [funding we receive] helps us give 
quality care to Morinville residents, as well 
as the rest of the county that we serve, we 
reduce the effects of trauma on the victim, 
and [cause] less drain on community re-
sources like the RCMP.”

Taylor closed her presentation by giving 
information on how to reach Victim Ser-
vices for those in need of assistance. Those 
seeking to contact them can call the Mor-
inville RCMP at (780)939-4240 (toll free at 
780-459-7689), Victim Services directly at 
(780)939-4590 or online at sturgeonvictim-
services.org.

Sturgeon Victim Services 
presents program to Council Bilingual Canadian 

heritage project
coming to town

Edmonton  - A youth-led tour promot-
ing Canadian history and a sense of civic 
responsibility amongst middle and high 
school students will take place at Morin-
ville Community High School Mar. 21 at 
9 a.m. Called O Canada!, the bilingual 
touring performance will visit 30 Alberta 
schools and reach more than 4,000 stu-
dents across the province over the next 
three months. 

Canadian Parents for French (CPF) 
Alberta, a national network of parent 
volunteers dedicated to promoting and 
supporting quality and accessible French 
second language opportunities for all 
young Canadians, is excited about the 
upcoming show in Morinville.

“The O Canada! Tour is relatively 
unique as it aims to help develop a 
deeper appreciation and understanding 
of the contribution of the French cul-
ture to our heritage,” said CPF Alberta 
President Richard Slevinsky in a release 
Friday. 

O Canada! is a pan-Canadian proj-
ect that will ultimately reach 46,000 
students across four provinces and one 
territory. The project is financially sup-
ported by the Canadian Heritage Youth 
Take Charge program and has been 
featured on Radio-Canada and CBC’s hit 
The George Strombo Show. 

For information about the tour visit 
ab.cpf.ca/o-canada-tour.
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cancer by factor of 12
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1 -
1lemon 

1/4 cup / 60 mL sour cream 

2 tbsp / 30 mL mayonnaise style dressing 

1 tbsp / 15 mL chopped Fresh Dill and Fresh Chives 

1 tbsp / 15 mL chopped Fresh Chives 

1 tsp / 5 mL fi nely chopped capers 

1 lb / 500 g fresh boneless, skinless tilapia fi llets 

1/2 tsp / 2 mL each salt and pepper

2 tbsp / 30 mL fl our (approx.) 

2 tsp / 10 mL unsalted butter

Tilapia with Creamy Dill Sauce Add All Ingredients
1/ Grate one half of the lemon to measure 1 tsp (5 mL) of zest. Cut the lemon in half; 
juice the grated half to measure 1 tsp (5 mL) of juice. Cut the remaining lemon piece 
into four wedges and set aside. Stir the sour cream with the mayonnaise, dill, chives, 
capers, lemon zest and juice until well combined. Reserve.

2/ Cut the � sh into 4 individual portions (if necessary). Season evenly with salt and 
pepper. Lightly coat each piece of � sh in � our, shaking o�  excess.

3/ Heat butter in a large non-stick skillet set over medium-high heat. Add � sh and cook 
for about 2 min. per side or until it is golden and � akes when gently tested with a fork. 
Serve each piece of � sh with a dollop of the sour cream mixture and a lemon wedge.

by Stephen Dafoe 
and Lucie Roy

Morinville - Better food labelling was the 
topic of two roundtable discussions held with 
Federal Minister of Health Rona Ambrose 
this week. After a consultation in Gibbons 
Wednesday, Minister Ambrose sat down with 
10 local moms at Morinville Christian School 
Thursday afternoon to talk about the Harper 
Government’s desire to improve the infor-
mation available to Canadian shoppers and 
to hear what local women had to say on the 
matter. 

“I have launched a consultation on the 
nutrition facts table on the back of packag-
ing because I don’t think the current label 
is giving people enough information about 
how to make a healthy choice,” the Health 
Minister said after the roundtable discussion. 
“What I am hearing from moms across the 
country, and I’ve heard it again here today 
in Morinville, is that our nutrition label is 
a little complicated and it doesn’t provide 
you with the obvious. We want to make it 
easier to understand. We want to make it 
easier when someone looks at that label to 
know what the healthy choice or what the 
unhealthy choice is. That then will make it 
easier for them to make a healthy choice for 
their family.”

Ambrose said the government initiative 

was prompted by rising and alarming rates 
of childhood diabetes, alarming rates of 
childhood obesity, and heart issues appear-
ing in younger and younger Canadians. “We 
are really concerned about the food kids are 
eating from a Health Canada point of view,” 
she said. “This kind of diet and these kinds 
of dietary problems lead to chronic diseases. 
Chronic diseases are the number one prob-
lem in our healthcare system. This all leads 
back to not only healthy families but this is 
a huge burden on the healthcare system in 
Canada.” 

The roundtable discussions are yielding 
similar findings among Canadian moms, 
most recently among those the minister has 
spoken with in Gibbons and Morinville. The 
current label does not make a lot of sense to 
the consumer trying to make healthy choices 
for their children and themselves. “There 
is information on there that Health Canada 
take for granted that they understand, and 
they [the public] don’t understand,” Am-
brose said, adding the caveat that the moms 
she has spoken to are well researched on 
the topic. “They understand the diets, the 
dietary needs of their kids. They know what 
they are shopping for and what they want 
to buy, but that label is not giving them the 
information they are looking for.”

Ambrose said she has heard plenty of 
good ideas during her sessions with Cana-

Fed Health Minister 
consults with local 
moms on labelling
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dian moms. Plainer language that Canadians 
can better quantify and a clearer message 
on just how much sugar is in a product are 
but two of the many ideas she has been of-
fered. “We’re all worried about the amount 
of sugar we are consuming, particularly 
kids, and on the label right now there is no 
percentage daily value recommended for 
sugar,” the minister explained. “There’s also 
no added sugars. So you might have natural 
sugars but there are lots of hidden sugars. 
We don’t account for that on the label right 
now.”

Local moms offer input

Sugar and the variety of sugars was a 
concern to one participant in Thursday’s 
roundtable discussion. Jackie Zacharias said 
she believed it was difficult for consumers 
to perhaps understand the current label-
ling with the combined effects of products 
with sucrose, glucose and the other types 
of sugar that may be in a product, a combo 
that may be leading to our health issues. 
“They [the government] are looking at the 
bottom line of childhood diabetes and child-
hood obesity,” Zacharias said. “There needs 
to be better labelling in the areas of sugar 
because there’s natural sugars and artificial 
sugars. There’s added sugars, and what are 
the added sugars? There are all these things 
that can really make a difference when you 
know exactly what’s in a product as opposed 
to having to guess or be misinformed.”

The Cardiff mom said she was also con-
cerned about genetically modified foods 
(GMOs) and would like to see companies 
labelling their product as to whether or not 
they are GMO free.

Minister Ambrose said it is a difficult thing 
to do at this time. “There is no evidence 

currently. There is no scientific evidence that 
genetically modified foods are unhealthy, 
and so we have to recognize that,” Ambrose 
said. “We have to educate people about that. 
But what the moms and dads are saying is 
there may be no evidence but I still want to 
know if it’s GMO-free or not.’” Ambrose went 
on to say the majority of Canadian foods, 
the fruits, vegetables and grains are geneti-
cally modified. “They are healthy and they 
still have healthy components in them, but 
what moms are saying, and I hear it a lot is 
‘We’d still just like to know.’”

Beyond labelling products for GMOs and 
better information in general, Zacharias 
would like to see marketing food tackled to 
some degree, particularly misleading mar-

keting. “I think the children of our country 
are being marketed to in ways that make 
them think that they are eating healthy and 
they are not,” she said, adding too much 
sugar is too much sugar; the problem being 
there is no clear way to know how much is 
too much in a product. “This whole market-
ing ploy of ‘everyone’s drinking it, it must be 
great’ has to change. Kids go out and drink 
energy drinks and they’re having problems. 
They think having one or two after a basket-
ball game is OK because of the electrolytes 
in the sports drink, whereas if they went and 
drank coconut water they’d get way better 
electrolytes. But they don’t know that and 
they are being marketed to.”

Continued on Page 32

Federal Minister of Health, the Honourable Rona Ambrose (left), speaking with parents Terri Pruden 
(centre) and Carol Cluett (right). Ambrose hosted a food labelling consultation with parents at the 
Morinville Christian School on Thursday afternoon. 

Lucie Roy photo
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performing live Mar. 21 @ 7 p.m.
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Battle Macchiato Triva Night
Mar. 28 @ 7 p.m. - This event is a fundraiser for the Morinville Community Library
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by Lucie Roy 

Lieutenant Governor Donald S. Ethell, Premier Alison Redford, 
Education Minister and Ministerial Liaison to the Canadian Armed 
Forces Jeff Johnson, and Member of Parliament Laurie Hawn attend-
ed a special event at Guthrie School Mar. 12 to honour the end of 
Canada’s military service in Afghanistan. Similar events took place 
Wednesday at Town Hall and local schools.

Morinville Public Elementary School, Notre Dame, Georges H. 
Primeau and Morinville Community High School took part in recog-
nizing the last day of Canada’s service in Afghanistan, as did Legal 
School and École Citadelle in Legal.

In a statement issued Wednesday, Premier Alison Redford said 
“The story of Canada’s role in Afghanistan is one of service and 
sacrifice. It is made up of personal commitments, the dedication of 

families, and a collective desire to make the world a better place.
“It is a moment to celebrate as we welcome home our return-

ing soldiers. But we must also remember those that did not make 
it back. We must honour their sacrifice in our own way; using the 
freedom they fought for and died protecting.

Canadian military troops officially ended the 12-year mission in 
Afghanistan last Wednesday when they took down the Canadian 
flag at NATO headquarters in Kabul. In total, 158 Canadian soldiers 
lost their lives in Afghanistan as well as two civilian contractors, 
one journalist and one diplomat. Some 45,000 rotated through the 
country over the past 12 years of Canada’s involvement in the mis-
sion. Flag ceremonies were held in Alberta, Saskatchewan and New 
Brunswick to commemorate the end of the mission. 

Local students did not miss the opportunity to acknowledge that 
sacrifice. The following page captures some of the local ceremonies.

Community joins in recognizing 
end of Afghanistan Mission

MPES PRIMEAU MCHS

NOTRE DAME
CITADELLE TOWN
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Legal School student Hollye McMullen held a photo of her 
uncle, Master Corporal Erin Doyle, who lost his life while serving 
in Afghanistan on August 11, 2008. Hollye and Seth McMullen 
raised the flag in memory of their uncle. The ceremony included 
a prayer, video and readings performed by students. In the 
school’s assembly, Legal School Principal Raymonde Roulston 
said more than 45,000 Canadians took part in the mission, and 
162 people from all walks of life made the ultimate sacrifice. 
Forty-six of those Canadians were either from Alberta or sta-
tioned in Alberta when they were deployed.

At Georges H. Primeau School students had an op-
portunity to view and reflect upon a set of large picture 
boards displaying the names and photos of the Cana-
dian soldiers who lost their lives serving in Afghanistan, 
learning of their sacrifice, the mission and the role that 
Canada played.

École Notre 
Dame School was 
another of the 
many to mark the 
end of Canada’s 
mission to Afghani-
stan Wednesday 
morning. In addi-
tion to lowering the 
flag to half-mast, 
the assembly in-
cluded a talk from 
Ted Peacock, who 
served two tours in 
Afghanistan.

Morinville Community High 
School took part in the recogni-
tion with the lowering of the flag to 
half-mast and subsequent rais-
ing to full-mast at noon today. 
“Prayers were said at the site and 
on the PA system, along with pre-
sentations to classes on the partic-
ipation and sacrifice of Canadians,” 
said Principal Todd Eistetter.

- Submitted Photo

Morinville Public El-
ementary School also held 
a lowering and raising of 
the flag to commemorate 
the day. The event was 
well attended by students, 
staff and family members, 
including a number of 
military parents.

- Submitted Photo
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by Morinville News Staff

Edmonton – After winning the Alberta Chambers of Commerce 
Award of Distinction in the Export Category, Morinville’s Champion 
Petfoods once again finds itself a finalist for another award. The 
Alberta Export Awards announced their finalists for the 2014 award 
season Thursday, and Champion Petfoods is a finalist in the Agricul-
tural and Consumer Products division, a category that recognizes 
an Alberta company that specializes in and exports end products for 
direct-to-consumer or retail markets. Champion in is the running 
along with Green Prairie International Inc.

“Being a finalist for the 2014 Alberta Export Awards in the Agri-
cultural & Consumer Products category is an honour,” said Champion 
President and CEO, Frank Burdzy. “Our 250 teammates work very 
hard to export our Biologically Appropriate foods to over 70 coun-
tries. They drive our innovation.” 

The awards are produced in partnership with Canadian Manufac-

turers & Exporters (CME) and JuneWarren-Nickle’s Energy Group. 
In addition to Champion’s category of Agricultural and Consumer 
Products, other award categories include Emerging Exporter, Manu-
facturing; Oil & Gas, Manufacturing; Other, Technology and Media, 
Services, Exporter of the Year and Leadership. Finalists were select-
ed from a large pool of nominees, representing Alberta companies 
and industries demonstrating success and innovation in the export 
sector.

“Alberta’s future economic prosperity depends on increasing our 
market access,” said the Honourable Cal Dallas, Minister, Interna-
tional and Intergovernmental Relations in a release Thursday. “It’s 
essential that we continue to expand our international profile, par-
ticularly in today’s competitive global marketplace,” 

Champion and the other finalists in the 2014 Alberta Export 
Awards will learn if they are this year’s award recipient May 23 at 
the Westin Hotel in Edmonton during an awards luncheon and net-
working reception. 

Champion a finalist once again

What a difference 
30 minutes makes

The house and garage 
located at the corner of 
100 Street and 97 Avenue 
(across from Drayden In-
surance) was demolished 
Thursday afternoon to make 
way for a new building for 
the law firm of Putnam and 
Lawson. The demolition took 
30 minutes. 

- Lucie Roy photo
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Each Of ce Independently Owned and Operated
Northgate Chevrolet would like to 
congratulate Karen Proulx on her 

promotion to New car sales manager. 
Karen has 20 years of GM experience. 

Come say hello, have a coffee and find out 
why buying is easy in Northgate Country.

780-476-3371
karenp@northgategm.com
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Hail to the Chief
Acting Fire Chief Brad Boddez looks on as retired 
Fire Chief Ron Cust admires his silver fire chief 
helmet, presented to him by Mayor Lisa Holmes 
on behalf of the Town of Morinville for his three-
and-ahalf decades of service.                    

 - Calli Stromner Photo 
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Days Until
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Community spoken here
In an ever changing media world, 

one in which newspaper giants are 
laying off staff left and right, corpo-
rations are closing publications and 
shutting down their presses, and 
where the news of the day has been 
reduced to the last couple of pages 
after the latest celebrity gossip, The 
Morinville News has found a way to 

thrive and grow to serve you. 
Since our inception in the sum-

mer of 2010, we have spoken but 
one language in our office and in the 
pages of our publication. That lan-
guage is community. That commu-
nity is Morinville.

We believe the road to being your 
community news choice has been 

paved with the stories that matter to 
you most, the stories that take place 
in your community and feature mem-
bers of your community. 

Spreading those stories will con-
tinue to be done by people that un-
derstand the changing landscape of 
media, people who know that read-
ers today want their news their way.

Online Or In Print
We Are Morinville’s 

Community News Choice@MorinvilleNewsMorinvilleNews

MorinvilleNews.com
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Brand new state of the Art Lazer Welder can repair all types 
of jewellery, gold, silver, and fashion - including eye glasses.

              On the spot watch batteries and watch sizing.

                             We do engraving

                 All custom work welcome

Two Goldsmiths on site

              Full showroom with gifts from $5 and up.

Reasons to MARCH

into J. M. Turner

The grand 
band finale

Georges H. Primeau Grade 5 and 6 Final 
Concert was held Mar. 11 in the school gymna-
sium before a packed audience. The Grade 5 
Semester Band performed sectionals in trom-
bones, flutes, clarinets, saxophones and trum-
pets and a few members performed First Blues 
and Solid State Soloists. The Grade 6 Semester 
Band performed sectionals on low brass, flutes, 
trumpets, saxophones and clarinets with soloists 
performing That Fateful Night and Night Riders.

Clockwise from top left: Members of the Grade 5 Band perform. Grade 5 Semester Band member 
Brienna Skousbol on trumpet. Members of the Grade 5 Semester Band, Emmily Hermary and Brienna 
Skousbol on trumpet and Hayden Panchyshyn and Jaeda Reaume on Alto Saxophone.

- Lucie Roy photos
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Morinville raises the 
Franco Albertan flag
 by Lucie Roy

Morinville – Mayor Lisa Holmes raised The Franco-Albertan flag in 
front of Town Hall Friday morning. The blue, white and pink flags are 
flying over municipalities in Alberta as communities raise the Franco-
Albertan flag in honour of Rendez-vous de la Francophonie (RVF), 
an initiative of the Canadian Foundation for Cross-Cultural Dialogue, 
a group who promotes and supports dialogue between the Franco-
phone and Acadian, and all other communities in Canada. 

Cathy Pellerin, regional director of the French Association of 
Alberta was emcee for the event. “Every francophone Canadian will 
be like us, celebrating the French community this time of year,” Pel-
lerin said. “This year the theme is the joy of living in francophone 
communities in Canada. In Alberta there are almost 66,000 people 
whose first language is French, which is pretty amazing. In our 
beautiful province there are more than 238,000 who speak French.” 

The event was well attended by Notre Dame students who sang 
O Canada. The flag raising was performed by Mayor Holmes with the 
assistance of Community Peace Officer David Budgell. 

“Raising the Franco-Albertan Flag, celebrating the festivities of 
Rendez-Vous de la Francophonie along with our friends and commu-
nity partners like the ACFA are important ways that our community 
can show the pride that we have in being a Francophone commu-

nity,” Holmes said in her presentation, adding the Town will hold 
a ceremony May 9 to mark Morinville’s participation in the CDEA’s 
Concerto project to move the community forward as a member of a 
group of Alberta’s Francophone Municipalities focusing on Economic 
Development.

Members include Plamondon, Beaumont and Legal. St. Albert 
is set to hold their ceremony in June. The Concerto Network will 
be based on tourism development, recruitment and employability, 
attraction of bilingual residents, entrepreneurs and investors and 
sustainable development and green economy.

FRIDAY

Fire Chief Ron Cust recognized on his 
retirement after 35 years of service
Calli Stromner photo

A silver firefighter helmet, helmet-shaped cake and kind words awaited retired 
Fire Chief Ron Cust Mar. 11 during a special presentation from Morinville Town 
Council. 

Cust, Morinville’s Fire Chief for the past 12 years, started with the town as 
a firefighter in 1976 and progressed through various firefighting, emergency 
medical and fire management positions, culminating with his appointment to Fire 
Chief in April 2002. 

“We wanted to take the opportunity on this, your official last day, to recognize 
your 36 years of service to the community,” said Mayor Lisa Holmes in making 
the presentation to Cust. “You haven’t just been 
the chief fire fighter, you have been the chief 
protector to the whole community.”

The Chief was visibly moved by the show of 
support from friends, family and fellow firefight-
ers. “When you talk about leaving something 
behind, its not about leaving the equipment, it’s 
about leaving the...men who are leading into 
the future,” Cust said. 

Deputy Brad Boddez is now Acting Fire Chief.
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10401 - 100 Ave. Morinville, AB
587-409-2243   entheoswellness.com

We will be closing soon and invite our 
clients to please use their gi�  certi� cates

We would like to thank 
you for your support 
over the years

Full Cycle Bookkeeping Desktop Publishing
Administrative Services Word Processing
Transcription Event Planning & Support

www.officegenie.org       
780.720.7581

REMOTE & ON-SITE
SERVICES AVAILABLE

Celebrating 4 years in business !
Office Genie

SAVING BUSINESSES TIME & MONEY

GIBBONS
780.923.3500

MORINVILLE
780.939.2001

WILLS & ESTATES

ACCIDENT INJURY

REAL ESTATE

MATRIMONIAL

Investors Group Financial Services Inc., I.G. Insurance Services Inc.*

joel.chevalier@investorsgroup.com
*License Sponsored by � e Great-West Life Assurance Company

Joel Chevalier — B.A., B.Ed
Consultant

9805 - 100 St. Morinville, AB  T8R 1R3

Ph. 780-939-3994
Fax 780-459-4321

HOME — AUTO
COMMERCIAL — FARM

780-939-6638
9805 - 100 St.

Morinville, AB  T8R 1R3

www.jdrins.com

It’s Your Gym

Downtown Morinville
780-939-0220

Face 2 Face with Local Businesses

Glasses 
to go

The Morin-
ville Lions 
club have 
been col-
lecting used 
glasses 
from 
Morinville 
and area 
residents 
and from a 

number of drop off points in town for a few years. It has re-
sulted in more than 3,056 pairs of glasses being collected and 
distributed around the world. It costs the Lions International 
less than eight cents US to change someone’s life by providing 
a pair of recycled eyeglasses. The glasses are sorted at a Lions 
Eyeglass Recycling Center by volunteers, separating the sun-
glasses, broken frames and single lenses from intact pairs. 

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

Poster winners
Dolly Bolen, Sturgeon Rural Crime Watch 
Poster Contest Coordinator with the SRCW 
Grade 6 winners: first place, Skyla Belanger 
from Primeau School, second place Caleb 
Lutz from Camilla and third place winer Ash-
ley Oloske of Legal School. Assisting in the 
presentations, Past President and Chair Mar-
garet Romanowski. SRCW awarded each 
first place winner $50, second $30 and 
third $30 and each received a Certificate. TUESDAY

Open house, 
open wound
MCHS Drama teacher Vanessa King 
mugs for the camera at the school’s 
Open House Thursday night, which 
drew record attendance numbers. 
In addition to providing students 
with info from colleges, universities, 
Canadian Forces, PCL Construction, 
EMS, RCMP, and the Morinville Fire 
Department, visitors had the op-
portunity to sample school activities 
including cheerleading, the school’s 
TV studio, haridressing and the new 
urban agriculture program.
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Week

Photos by Lucie Roy

Serge R. Froment, D.C.
Doctor of Chiropractic

Exceeding above and beyond
your health expectations

10405 - 100 Avenue, Morinville, AB  T8R 1S1
Phone: (780) 939-3885   froment@telus.net

9918 104 Street Morinville

& Gift Shop
Flower Stop

780.939.3440

Excellent Service

Fresh Flowers

Fresh Gift Ideas

Face 2 Face with Local Businesses

garrysheatingservices.com      780.459.4919

◊	Furnace	Repairs	&	Replacement
◊	Residential	Furnace	&	Sheet	Metal	Installations
◊	Air	Conditioning	Systems
◊	Air	Cleaners
◊	Humidifiers
◊	Hot	Water	Tanks
◊	Water	Softeners
◊	Duct	Cleaning

24	hour	emergency	service Reliable CabinetsReliable Cabinets
and granite, quartz and laminate  countertops

Guaranteed lowest 
price on top quality, 
solid wood cabinets
Affordable payment 
options from $69 
per month OAC

Call John At
780-938-3775
FREE ESTIMATE

SATURDAY

Hearing the WORD
A member of the Remnant Sons, a Christian motorcycle club, 
listens to speaker Matty Coppin’s presentation God’s Not Dead 
Saturday morning during the Father’s House’s CARE Conference 
2014. The weekend long conference had five speakers delivering 
a variety of topics from a faith perspective and ended Saturday 
night with a Youth Rally. 

- Stephen Dafoe photo

Youth Rally
Keynote presenter Anthony Greco leads prayer at the end of a youth 
rally held at the Morinville Community Cultural Centre Saturday night. 
The event drew about 125 youth and adults to hear Greco, the senior 
pastor of Calgary Life Church, a man who has spoken in some 30 
countries. The rally was the conclusion of a Care Conference put on by 
the Father’s House Christian Fellowship.   

- Stephen Dafoe photo
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Our Morinville is an opportunity to view life through our 
community members’ lenses. Photos can be of this and sur-
rounding communities, cool photos from places our readers 
have visited. The pages are wide open on possibility. Each 
month we will select one photo as the choice of the month. 
That reader will receive a $100 Shop in Morinville gift cer-
tificate. They pick the Morinville News advertiser — we lay 
down the cash in the form of a gift certificate. Send your 
high-resolution photos to editor@morinvillenews.com.

Bluejay calling
Linda Lyons sent in this photo of a blue-
jay looking in her window as if curious 
about what’s going on inside.

The partridge family
Linda sent this show of two little partridges hiding 
under their spruce trees and running over to the
bird feeder to eat. They could only get the one.

Sure sign of spring
Rebecca Balanko sent in this shot she is certain 
is a sure sign that spring is coming our way.The 
little bird was spotted chirping on her deck.
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Can you 
give this 
animal a 
loving 
home?

9804-90 Ave. Morinville 

780.933.3133

This Adopt-A-Pet Feature is possible
through a community partnership between

My name is Ebony. It’s so nice to meet you. I am a three-year-
old spayed German Shepherd mix. I have so much energy. I can 
play and run and chase balls all day. I need plenty of exercise 
and a doggy friend to call my own would be even better. I know 
my basic commands and I’m very smart and keen to learn new 
ones. I just get so excited sometimes I forget my manners, but I 
promise that they do exist. I do have suspected food alergies so 
the gals here say I cannot have any treats, just my dog food. But 
I don’t mind. I’d rather hve toys to chew on anyway.

Bentley 
and the 
geese
Trina Roberts sent 
this shot of her dog 
Bentley watching 
the geese last fall. 
Sounds in the air 
indicate some have 
returned. 

Historic silhouette
Melodie Steele sent in this shot of St. Jean Baptiste Church set 
against a colourful sky. 

No bullying
Rebecca Balanko sent this shot of an Anti Bullying Graf-
fiti wall at Morinville Public Elementary School. “Every 
student contributed and I built it,” Balanko said in her 
photo submission.  

Winter 
clouds
Frank Koenig sent us 
this interesting shot 
of an interesting pat-
tern of clouds. 
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Janine Hurtubise

Cell 780-983-6670

Brent Melville

Cell 780-699-2903

Each offi ce independently owned and operated

Something to cheer about
Morinville residents got to see some athletic prowess Thursday night, 
courtesy of the Morinville Community High School cheerleaders. The 
girls put on a demonstration in the school gymnasium during the MCHS 
Open House.
 
- Lucie Roy photo

Bantam Girls finish fourth in 
weekend provincials tourny

by Stephen Dafoe

Edmonton - The Morinville Orijen Sabret-
ooths Bantam Girls team returned to town 
Saturday night ranked the fourth best team 
in the province after two days of provincial 
competitions. After sweeping the regular 
season 15-0 and taking gold in the Edmon-
ton Youth Basketball City Championships the 
previous weekend, the Bantam Sabretooths 
entered some fierce competition from other 
top-ranked teams in the province, falling in 
the bronze-medal game to earn fourth spot. 

The girls started provincials Friday night 
at the Saville Community Sports Centre in 
Edmonton, taking to the court against Bow River in their opener. 
After a promising first quarter in which the girls trailed Bow River 
9-8, the gap widened to 20-11 at the half. Though the girls sprung 
back from the other side of the court to close the third with a 28-25 
deficit, they were unable to turn the tied in the final quarter and lost 
38-26. 

The girls returned to the court early Saturday morning to take 
on Airdrie, building from a 16-4 first quarter lead to end the half 
leading Airdrie 23-9. The momentum continued on the other side of 

the court as the girls ended the third 35-22 
before finish the contest 49-30.

A similar outcome took place in the after-
noon against Southeast Swam. The Bantam 
girls lead the first quarter 14-3, completed 
the half leading 27-13, and built to a 38-16 
lead by the end of the third quarter. The final 
quarter saw the Swam accumulating another 
two points to Morinville’s seven. Final score 
45-18.

The win put the Morinville basketball 
players into the bronze medal game against 
the SBA Thunder, a team Morinville defeated 
42-33 the previous weekend to take the Ed-
monton Youth Basketball city Championship. 

But the Thunder were not as easily defeated a weekend later. 
The girls ended the first quarter trailing the Thunder 9-8, ended the 
second quarter trailing 15-13, and ened the third trailing 25-23. The 
final quarter saw more tense play as the girls tried to close a narrow 
margin to turn the contest in their favour. In the end, Morinville fell 
38-34 in a hard fought game. 

Morinville’s Mini Girls Sabretooth team also finished fourth in the 
province over the weekend after taking gold in city championship 
the weekend before.
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Janine Hurtubise

Cell 780-983-6670

Brent Melville

Cell 780-699-2903

Each offi ce independently owned and operated

Cul-de-sac 
location 
$362,700
9804 - 103 Ave. 
Morinville

1,531 square foot,  2 Storey 
home in cul-de-sac with 
three bedrooms and three 
Bathrooms. Features Large 
Master Bedroom, walk-in 

closet, 3pc en-suite & Balcony. Includes 6  stainless steel appliances, window 
coverings. Built in 2011 on a large pie shaped lot, close to schools.

Air conditioned 
Bungalow 
$385,000
9003 - 98 Ave. Morinville

1360 sq/ft Bungalow only 10 minutes 
from St. Albert and  New Costco 
location. Open floor plan, immaculate, 
fully finished and air conditioned.Four bedrooms, large master with en-suite 
and walk-in closet. Kitchen w/island, family room with wood burning fireplace. 
Basement has 2 bedrooms, full bath an big family room, second fireplace.

Sturgeon Atom 2 Mustangs

These 13 young men spend roughly four hours a week 
playing and practicing together as a team. When they’re 
not playing hockey they love cooking, learning about ani-
mals, studying dinosaurs, practicing math, and playing board 
games, video games, and Lego. Many of our boys enjoy 
camping, fishing, dirt-biking, and quading. We have musicians 
who play drums and guitar; baseball players, archers, snow-
boarders, and of course, 13 mini-sticks aficionados! 

The many facets of playing hockey and being part of a 
team provide lifelong skills for our young athletes. The disci-
pline of training, learning teamwork, following the leadership 
of coaches and captains, and learning to win and lose are all 
skills that will serve them well in their exciting futures.

It has been an honor and a privilege to manage this re-
markable group of young athletes - 9- and 10-year old boys 
who will stop to hold a door for me even though they’re car-
rying their heavy hockey bag; hard-working young men who 
participate in fundraising to take the burden off their families; 
and appreciative sons who I’ve overheard thanking their par-
ents for the opportunity to play the sport they love.

“Sports do not build character. 
They reveal it.” 
- John Wooden

Lara Thompson,
Sturgeon Atom 2 Manager
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Morinville Kings ready to host 
Senior AA Hockey Provincials
by Stephen Dafoe

Morinville - After ending their inaugural season in the North Cen-
tral Hockey League (NCHL) in second place, the Morinville Senior 
AA Kings are looking forward to hosting provincials Mar. 28 to 30. 
The event will feature eight Alberta Double-A teams, including four 
currently confirmed: The Okotoks Drillers, Dewberry Mustangs, Two 
Hills Longhorns, and the Morinville Kings. Remaining teams are yet 
to be determined by some remaining Senior AA hockey series in the 
province. 

Kings Coach and NCHL Coach of the Year Wayne Gatza said he 
believed bringing provincials to town was a major accomplishment 
for the team and the community. “It gives us a chance to get our 
name out there to draw more attention to us,” Gatza said, adding it 
may act as a recruitment tool for the team. “Financially, it is going 
to be a great help because we started this year off with zero dollars 
and zero cents and this will help us have some money in the bank to 
start off our year next year. 

Gatza also sees a benefit to the community because the event 
is expected to draw approximately 1,000 people to Morinville from 
outside the community, a number Gatza believes will patronize Mor-

inville’s gas stations, restaurants and bars. “All those places will be 
busy so that’s going to bring economic value,” he said.  

High-energy game play

Beyond the economic excitement, Gatza is confident hockey fans 
will also get their money’s worth. 

The provincial championships are a double knockout event, but 
the schedule cannot be created until all the teams are determined 
for inclusion. “Hockey Alberta and their council is going to rank the 
Senior Double-A teams based on their win percentage for the year,” 
Gatza explained. “Right now as it currently stands, we’re ranked 
fourth overall for the province. That’s pretty good kudos for the first 
year.” What Gatza knows for sure is the Kings are set to play their 
first game of the weekend Mar. 28 at 8 p.m. 

“The hockey is going to be of high calibre,” he said. “It’s going 
to be exciting. It’s going to be energy. It’s going to be very good 
hockey.”

Admission to the event is $7 per game or $40 for a pass that cov-
ers admission to all games. A family pass is also available for $60. 
Children under 12 are admitted free. MorinvilleKings.com for info.

Star power
The Morinville Curling Club saw 
some star power at their Mixed 
Bonspiel over the weekend. World 
Juniors Curling gold-medal winner 
Kelsey Rocque, who defeated South 
Korea’s Kyeong-Ae Kim 6-4 to win 
the women’s title earlier this month, 
was in Morinville Saturday to play 
skip for Real Huot’s team. 

The curling club will hold a funspiel 
this weekend to end the 2013/2014 
season.

From left: Derek St. Laurent, Kelsey 
Rocque and Real Huot. 

- Stephen Dafoe photo
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Ringette could be coming to Morinville
by Stephen Dafoe

Morinville - If Morinville residents Andre and Lisa Houle have their 
way, ringette players of all ages could be taking to the ice in Mor-
inville next season. The couple are holding a Come Try Ringette 
Event at the Ray McDonald sports Centre Mar. 30 from 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., an hour-long opportunity for the enthusiast and the 
curious to come out and find out what the sport is all about. 

“Ringette can be played by people of all ages, and we’re just 
asking people to come out and play some games and see what the 
game is all about,” said organizer Lisa Houle, adding the hope is to 
generate sufficient interest to get ringette going in Morinville and 
Sturgeon County. 

The Houles, who have two daughters, tried to get more girls in 
the community playing hockey, but they found difficulty in generat-
ing interest. “We managed to get five girls together for our daugh-
ter’s age group, which is initiation.” she said. “With a population this 
big we can’t seem to get enough girls involved.” 

Houle understands the lack of interest in hockey among girls, and 
is hoping ringette, a game invented in Ontario in 1963 and played 
throughout the country today, will catch on in the area. Ringette 
players carry straight hollow sticks to control a blue plastic ring that 

is shot into the opponent’s net. The game is similar to hockey in that 
respect but is more focused on passing than hockey. 

“I grew up playing ringette,” Houle said. “Ringette’s given me a 
lot: self respect, confidence, the sense of accomplishment. It’s fun. 
It’s girls working together, camaraderie, and inclusion. It’s sports. 
It’s healthy. It has a lot of things that it offers.”

Ringette teams generally consist of 16 to 18 players. The Mar. 
30 event is an attempt to find out how much interest there is in the 
sport. A turnout of a few may lead to a more casual weekly ringette 
focus; a large turnout could result in something more formalized.

“If we have enough for teams, it could be something like hockey,” 
Houle said. “We’ve got that potential with the population we have. 
It’s getting it out there.”

Houle is hoping residents of all ages will come out and give the 
sport a try. “Not everyone can puck handle. Ringette is very much 
a skating sport,” Houle explained. “You put a stink on the end of a 
four-year-old’s ring and they can skate with it. It’s empowering. It 
[the sport] is as simple as you want it to be or it can be as intricate 
as you want it to be.

Those interested in coming out to try ringette can visit ComeTry-
Ringette.com and select the register for an event link. 

Mavericks end hockey 
season with visitors
The Morinville Mavericks Fun Team Hockey program ended their 2013-
2014 season in Morinville with some special visitors - Westlock’s Fun 
Team Hockey players. 

The local skaters took to the ice to faceoff against the visiting team in 
three separate games Mar. 15, offering players a little friendly competition 
from their hockey-playing neighbours to the northwest.

- Stephen Dafoe photos
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 upcoming events
Morinville Farmers’ Market
The Morinville Festival Society’s Farmers’ 
Market runs every Friday from 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m. at the Ray McDonald Sports Arena 
(9908 – 104 Street). 

Cozy Corner Stories
Come listen to stories in English and French 
Thursday mornings from 10:30 a.m. to 11 
a.m. at the Morinville Community Library. 
This is a FREE program made possible by the 
library and ACFA.

Victim Services Open House
Sturgeon Victim Services are inviting people 
to their Open House Thursday Mar. 20 at 
7:15 pm. The open house is being held at 
the Provincial Building in Morinville. They 
are hoping people will stop by to find out 
more about their program and to meet some 
of their volunteers. Refreshments and door 
prizes round out the evening. For more 
information contact Donna at 780-939-4590 
or sturgeonvictimservices@shaw.ca. Their 
website is www.sturgeonvictimservices.org.

Friendly Friday
The Friends of the Morinville Community Li-
brary will be holding a meet and greet at the 
library Friday, Mar. 21 at 7 p.m. They invite 
people to come out for refreshments and  
chat. The Friends assist your community 
library by raising funds for additional items 
the library needs to serve the community. 
They also volunteer and organize the annual 
craft show and sale during the Town Christ-
mas Celebrations in November.

Did You KNOW?
The Morinville News, your community news 
publication, has an online event calendar 
that you can add your not-for-profit events 
to for free. All you have to do is fill out a 
convenient form and we will activate the 
event. Visit morinvillenews.com/events/ 
to get started with your event listing.

Calendar Ad Word Listing $20
Send your event for consideration to:

editor@morinvillenews.com

Maureen Kubinec, MLA
Barrhead Morinville Westlock

Legislature Of ce:
610 Legislature Annex
9718 - 107 Street, Edmonton, AB  T5K 1E4
Tel:  (780) 427-7932     Fax:  (780) 415-0951

Barrhead Constituency Of ce:
Tel:  (780) 674-3225     Fax:  (780) 674-6183

Westlock Constituency Of ce:
Tel:  (780) 349-4936     TF:  (780) 310-0000

Barrhead.Morinville.Westlock@assembly.ab.ca
www.assembly.ab.ca

smithmusic.ca
780.862.0340

 Lessons - Instruments - Equipment - Recordings 

March 19, 2014   FREE

ISSN 2291-2738

Vol. 4 — Issue 16

780-690-3861  

Bus: 780-939-1111

Call and ask for me personally

for your free home evaluation

IRP APPROVED AGENT

Linda Getzlaf Getz You Moving!

Real Estate®

Each Of ce Independently Owned and Operated

Northgate Chevrolet would like to 

congratulate Karen Proulx on her 

promotion to New car sales manager. 

Karen has 20 years of GM experience. 

Come say hello, have a coffee and find out 

why buying is easy in Northgate Country.

780-476-3371

karenp@northgategm.com

Read Us Online Daily At MORINVILLENEWS.COM

Hail to the Chief
Acting Fire Chief Brad Boddez looks on as retired 

Fire Chief Ron Cust admires his silver fire chief 

helmet, presented to him by Mayor Lisa Holmes 

on behalf of the Town of Morinville for his three-

and-ahalf decades of service.                
    

 - Calli Stromner Photo 

April 11 - 13

2014 Chamber of Commerce Trade Show 23
Days Until

Here Is Your

FREE
COPY
Of Morinville’s 

Community 

News Choice

Since 2010 We Have 
Been Morinville’s 

Community News Choice
morinvillenews.com

YOUR NEWS

YOUR WAY

More Than One Reason To Love Fridays

Morinville 
Farmers’ 
Market

EVERY

Friday

Arena Parking Lot (9908 – 104 Street) Noon - 6 p.m.

Fridays
4 - 7 p.m.

Inside Arena (9908 - 104 Street)

Zumba Classes
Year Round 

~ With Ralayne and Kayla ~ 

 
ralaynegood@me.com   
780-919-5537 

Moving The World To A New Beat

Morinville Schedule
Notre Dame Elementary 

Tues and Thurs 7:45 - 8:45 pm 
Saturdays 10:30-11:30 am

Community CalendarCommunity Calendar Non-profit groups can send 
their event info to 

editor@morinvillenews.com 

 

Morinville Community Library 

Hours of Operation 
Monday - Thursday  10 am - 8 pm 

Friday  10 am - 6 pm 
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm 
Sunday  12 pm - 4 pm 

10125 - 100 Avenue 
Morinville, Alberta  T8R 1P8 

Phone:  780-939-3292  FAX:  780-939-2757 
EMAIL:  info@morinvillelibrary.ca 

WEBSITE:  www.morinvillelibrary.ca 

 

     Library Corner 
Happenings at the Library this week… 

Click on EVENTS on our website for all the 
new programs at the Library! 

We are now open on Sundays! 
12 pm - 4 pm 

Sponsored by 

       WORLD CHAMPION TOUR 
      Summer Reading Program 

Register NOW at the library. 
See our website for more information. 

 

Family Movie Presentation 
Escape from Planet Earth  

Wednesday, June 12th  2:00 pm 
It’s Movie Time! 
The Hobbit  

Wednesday, June 12th at 6:00 pm 

Story Time with Rory 
Every Thursday 10:30 am - 11:00 am  

Friends of the Library 
Meet & Greet 

Friday, March 21st  7:00 pm 
Join Us - Be A Friend!  

Between the Covers’ Book Club 
The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern  

Wednesday, March 26th 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 
Loose Threads 

Monday, March 31st 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Lego Block Party 

Wednesday, April 2nd 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Build A Garden 
From the Recycle Bin 
FREE FOR ALL AGES! 

Saturday, April 5th  1:00 - 3:00 pm 
 Cozy Corner Stories 

Thursday mornings 10:30 am - 11:00 am  
 

 

Morinville Community Library 
Hours of Operation 

Monday - Thursday  10 am - 8 pm 
Friday  10 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4 pm 
Sunday  12 pm - 4 pm 

Closed Holidays 

10125 - 100 Avenue 
Morinville, Alberta  T8R 1P8 

Phone:  780-939-3292  FAX:  780-939-2757 
EMAIL:  info@morinvillelibrary.ca 

WEBSITE:  www.morinvillelibrary.ca 

     Library Corner 
Happenings at the Library this week… 

Click on EVENTS on our website for all the 
new programs at the Library! 

www.morinvillelibrary.ca 

Hours of Operation
Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

www.morinvillelibrary.ca

10125 - 100 Ave.
Morinville, AB  T8R 1P8

Phone: 780-939-3292
Fax: 780-939-2757

info@morinvillelibrary.ca

Let’s see your happy refl ection

Sun & Mon Closed
Tues & Thurs 10 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
 (after hours appointments vailable)
Wed & Fri 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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780-690-3861  
Bus: 780-939-1111

www.lindagetzlaf.com
lindagetzlaf@ymail.com

IRP APPROVED AGENT
Registered with the

Brookfield Global Relocation Services

Linda Getzlaf
GETZ YOU THINKING!

My Listings
Download a 

QR Reader for 
your smart 

phone, then 
scan the 
QR Code

Office Listings

WORD SEARCH - GETTING THINGS DONE

This Weekly Puzzle Page Sponsored by Linda Getzlaf

Gorgeous Home
Backing on to the Lake in the beauti-
ful Lakes subdivision, is this 1978 sq. ft. 
2 story. This gorgeous home features a 
large spacious kitchen with huge island, 
breakfast bar, granite counter tops, maple 
cabinets, hardwood floors, a corner 
walk-through pantry, 2 pc bath, main 
floor laundry and floor to ceiling wall of 
windows to take in the breathtaking view 
of the lake! Open to the living room at the 
top of the wrought iron railed staircase 
is the flex room/den/loft perfect for your 
office equipment or playarea. The two 
junior bedrooms are the perfect size as is 
the large master bedroom. Master boast a 
luxurious ensuite with an oversized glass 
shower, double sinks, huge walk-in closet, 
and 3 large windows so you can enjoy the 
view! Basement is partially finished with 
a good sized family room, 4th bedroom, 
and a 4th bathroom just waiting to be 
completed. Outside is a large fenced yard 
with access to the lake, good size deck, 
an oversized, insulated 24x28 attached 
garage and a beautifully landscaped yard.

$494,000 
MLS: E3354864

Word List
Ability

Accomplishing
Achieve

Assignment
Emphasis

Focus
Framework
Inadequate
Interested

Lead
Learning

Performance
Positive

Predicted
Progress
Pursue

Question
Student
Study
Task

10417 97 Street Morinville
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ATLAS
PREMIUM HOME DEVELOPMENT

AtlasPremiumHomes.ca 780-719-3757

Quality built homes that include all the little things

AFFORDABLE CUSTOM
QUALITY HOME BUILDER

 3D HOME DESIGN
CONSULTATION

FREE

ATLAS

AtlasPremiumHomes.ca 780-719-3757

Quality built homes that include all the little things

AFFORDABLE CUSTOM
QUALITY HOME BUILDER

 3D HOME DESIGN
CONSULTATION

FREE

PREMIUM HOME DEVELOPMENT

Win a 5-star vacation for 2 to Las Vegas
(No purchase necessary. Ask for details)

Professional Realty Group is dedicated 
to providing ALL the services you need!

• Property Management

• Rental Search Assistance

• Mortgage Finance

• Residential, Commercial, Rural Real Estate

• House-sitting Services

• Home Staging

Your full-service real estate team!

It`s time you hired a Professional!

It`s time you hired a Professional!

780.939.2772  fax 888.501.4071

DON SUMMERS CD, SRS
REALTOR®/Associate

780.237.4718     don@professionalgroup.ca

DORIS JOLICOEUR CD, ABR, CCSP
Associate Broker/REALTOR®/Mortgage Associate

780.278.4717     doris@professionalgroup.ca

Community grants 
continued from page 10

Last to be reviewed was a $2,500 request 
from Black Ice Volleyball, a local youth vol-
leyball club. Administration recommended 
Council deny the request on the basis the or-
ganization had become financially viable on 
its own, and that they would not be requir-

ing any community grants to support their 
initiatives. Council decided to deny the grant 
as recommended by administration.

Community groups will have a little less 
funding this year. Earlier in the evening 
Council unanimously approved a motion to 
reduce the annual community grant budget 
by 9,500 to $20,000. The amount reflects 
$5,000 per grant intake plus a $5,000 in ad-
ditional flex grant money.

Food labelling 
continued from page 13

Like Zacharias, nurse and mom Carol 
Cluett believes if it was all just put out on 
the plate, consumers could and would make 
healthier food choices. “It would be so much 
easier all the way around,” she said, adding 
she told the minister that the percentages 
of daily intake currently on food labels mean 
nothing to consumers. “If we can really just 
make it simple and tell them [consumers] 
exactly the facts, and stop lying to people.” 

Cluett would like to see parents taking an 
active role in their children’s health. “Parents 
should be a lot more cognizant of their chil-
dren and what they are eating; take more 
care whether they are sneaking things at 
home or away from home,” she said, adding 
it is important to know if their children are 
merely sneaking junk food or if there is a 
disease contributing to the problems. “Dia-
betes is the number one killer of children 
now. It is coming up in younger and younger 
children.”

Both Zacharias and Cluett were pleased 
with the results of the roundtable and appre-
ciative of the opportunity to provide input. 

“I thought it was an incredible opportunity 
because I think someone like Rona [Am-

brose] can make a huge difference, and I 
think it is great that she’s doing this because 
she’s going to the people and saying ‘What 
do you want? What don’t you like? What 
isn’t working?” Zacharias said.  

Cluett agrees. “It’s tremendously infor-
mative,” she said of her visit with the min-
ister and other mothers. “I’m so glad to see 
something like this happen because there’s 
just too much deception and there’s too 
much misinformation given, and then no-
body knows where they’re at.”

The consultation series provides an op-
portunity for the federal government to get 
a better understanding of how Canadian 
parents use food labels to make nutritious 
decisions about the foods they buy and 
prepare for family meals and is representa-
tive of a commitment made in the govern-
ment’s 2013 Speech from the Throne. The 
10 participants were given a form with five 
questions: What part of the food label do 
you find the least helpful and why; what part 
is the most helpful; what is clear and easy to 
understand; what is difficult to understand; 
what improvements can you suggest to the 
nutritional information on the food label; and 
what else would help to make healthier food 
choices for your family and what nutritional 
information do you look for on the label?

ANNUAL
Baby Crawl

Apr. 13, 2014
Stay Tuned 
for details 


