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Lessons
Instruments
Recording
DJ & Live 

Performing

“The management and staff at Northgate Chevrolet GMC would
like to congratulate LISA CAMERON as our new member of our
professional sales team. Lisa brings with her 5 years of General
Motors sales and service experience. Lisa is a life long Albertan
and has been a part of our military family for 17 years!!

Lisa welcomes all her friends, family, past and present customers
to visit her at our friendly and helpful dealership for all your
automotive requirements.”
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780-690-3861  
Bus: 780-939-1111

Call and ask for me personally
for your free home evaluation
IRP APPROVED AGENT

Linda Getzlaf Getz You Moving!

Real Estate®

Each Of ce Independently Owned and Operated
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Merry 
Christmas
On behalf of all of us at 
Morinville News, we’d 
like to wish our readers 
and advertisers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. Our next edition 
will be Jan. 6, 2016. We’ll 
be launching a new design 
and format. 

- SD

Contest Closes Dec. 18 - See Pages 11-12
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Community

brought to you by

by Lucie Roy

A Morinville optometrist and her husband just returned from their sec-
ond trip to the Philippines to help with eye care. Dr. Kim Bugera and her 
husband, Peter Laansoo were in Central Manila from Nov. 12 to 23 and also 
visited the country in April. 

The Eye Train, located at the Philippines National Railway Terminal at 
Tutulan Station, was made possible by Canadian Vision Care and a group of 
Alberta doctors of optometry who literally dragged the train up the tracks 
and refurbished it into an eye clinic.

“On this particular trip, that is different from the last one, we went and 
saw inner city kids,” Bugera said. “Many of these kids are either special 
needs or orphans or abandoned. They are taken and looked after by foun-
dations that do charity.”

The group set up a makeshift clinic, and because a lot of the children 
could not communicate with written words, they drew pictures to do 
the exam. They saw about 350 patients, about 75 patients per day. The 
amount was lower than the previous trip, but Bugera said the goal was to 
teach the interns. The best way to do that was to have patients that are 
challenging for them to see.

Bugera was the Team Leader and had five doctors with her to examine 
mostly children but some adults as well. 

“What was unique about this trip was we had students optometrists 
from the Manila University, and we were teaching them,” she said. “They 
are selected to come to the Eye Train to work with the Canadian doctors 
and one hundred per cent of interns that train with us pass their exams 
and end up doing a difference in the country.”  

It is a legacy the Canadian optometrists leave behind so the doctors can 
assist their own people. The trip was not without its challenges. 

Bugera said the set up is make-shift, and they have no equipment. “All 
the equipment and glasses are being donated by Canadian optometrist,” 
she said. “We ship tonnes of glasses out in crates.” 

The group had six optometrists from Canada, four from Edmonton and 
two from Saskatchewan. On the Eye Train was a sign that read “Albertans 
making a difference.” 

The glasses supplied are all new. On this particular trip, none of the 
glasses came from the Lions Foundation except for the sunglasses. 

Bugera said sunglasses were probably one of the best things people can 
donate. 

“This is because a lot of people in these countries have massive cata-
racts, an eye disease from exposure to the sun because they do not wear 
protection and cannot afford sunglasses,” she said, adding the sunglasses 
can help prevent their cataracts from advancing until surgery can be done.

Bugera and her husband they have made more than 15 trips around 
the world and hoped to go to Messi Plains in Africa in June of 2016. Bugera 
is excited about the opportunity because none of these people have ever 
had their eyes checked. “The whole village has never seen any kind of eye 
care,” she said. 

Bugera said the trips are under the umbrella of Canadian Vision Care 
but they pay their full way from flights to accommodations. 

“You always get back so much more than you give,” she said. “It is un-
believable the feeling you get when you do these trips and the giving back. 
It doesn’t matter what you spend on it; you get that back and so much 
more. So we pay our own way, we do time in our clinics. We leave our 
families; we bring all the equipment with us so that is always an adventure 
too. Lots of stories to tell. Once I was at the Peruvian customs for almost 
eight hours being finger printed and all kinds of things and finally we got 
out, but you never know.” 

Bugera and Laansoo’s first trip was about two years after they were 
married. The couple went to Dominica in the Caribbean. 

“We were the twenty-year-olds with the forty-year-old doctor taking us 
under his wing, and now we are those people,” she said. “On this trip I had 
twenty-five-year-olds with me, and I was the leader. It seems funny that 
many years and I try to get them interested in it so generations after us 
will go and give back.”

Capital Vision Care has a charity clinic at the Boyle McCauley in down-
town Edmonton. Bugera said all of their doctors volunteered there one 
month out of the year.  

“Can’t just leave and do stuff in other places and not your own house,” 
Bugera said of the work closer to home.

They’re providing the gift of sight

Dr. Kim Bugera works on a patient in the Philippines. She and her 
husband, Peter Laansoo, were in Central Manila from Nov. 12 to 
23. Opposite: Dr. Bugera and a colleague. 

- Submitted Photo
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Please contact us at
CAREERS@CHAMPIONPETFOODS.COM

Holiday show
Francoise and Friends entertained Aspen residents Dec. 8 with a Christmas sing-
along. Francoise Meunier, Vivien Pezer and Simonne Chevalier chatted with the 
residents and sang some of their favourites. 

- Lucie Roy Photo

Rolling up 
the sleeve
The Morinville Blood 
Drive was held Dec. 
8 at the Rendez-Vous 
Centre. Sharon Hachey 
(inset) donated blood for 
the 147th time and for 
Maureen Keough, it was 
her 83rd.The next Blood 
Drive is Feb. 02, 2016.

- Lucie Roy Photos
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GLENN VAN DIJKEN, MLA
Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock

5106 50 Street
Box 4250

Barrhead, Alberta
T7N 1A3

780-674-3225

Letter: It means more 
than you may imagine

garrysheatingservices.com      780.459.4919

◊	Furnace	Repairs	&	Replacement
◊	Residential	Furnace	&	Sheet	Metal	Installations
◊	Air	Conditioning	Systems
◊	Air	Cleaners
◊	Humidifiers
◊	Hot	Water	Tanks
◊	Water	Softeners
◊	Duct	Cleaning

24	hour	emergency	service

Custom Blinds, Shades and Shutters

www.blinddesigns.hunterdouglas.ca
780-722-9992                              bdesigns@telus.net

Competitive Prices With Superior Customer Service

Last year, my family and I were donation recipients 
of the Adopt a Family program that Morinville Marvel-
ous Moms organizes. The donations last year changed 
Christmas for us — it has always been a time of very 
high stress. My husband works as a roofer, so usually 
doesn’t have much income in winter. I am a student 
doing online university at home, so I bring in a bit of 
income from student loans. We have three daughters 
aged 9, 6, and 4 to provide for. Adding Christmas on 
top of all the regular expenses is beyond challenging.

Last year was different — instead of worrying 
about whether we could afford to purchase a turkey 
for Christmas dinner, there were fixings already in the 
freezer and pantry courtesy of MMM Adopt a Fami-
ly. Instead of stressing about whether the stockings 
would get filled, we got to watch our daughters' faces 
light up as they dove into the stockings provided by 
MMM Adopt A Family. On Christmas morning, the 
wonder and delight on the girls' faces as they ripped 
the wrapping off of the gifts was indescribable. And the 
week after — when kids meet up and tell each other 
about what they got for Christmas — for once, my kids 
had gifts comparable to their friends and instead of 
being quiet and envious, they were excited, joyful, and 
bragging just like the other kids. My husband and I 
shed many tears of joy last Christmas.

Christmas is a busy and stressful time of year for 
any family, the many activities — concerts, work par-
ties, family gatherings, community events, various gift 
exchanges, and taking the kids to sit on Santa or to 
see the Christmas lights — can be overwhelming as it 
is. The thing is, it’s worth it! 

Because what you get back is something that can’t 
be bought — that moment when a kid hogged the 
microphone at the concert, the confusion on Santa’s 
face as your child attempts to explain what they want 
for Christmas, the feeling of community togetherness 
during the countdown to lighting up the park down-
town, and the magic in the air on Christmas Eve when 
the house is dark and quiet with only the tree lights 
twinkling.

However, financial stress can change these mo-
ments. You worry constantly about any unexpected 
expenses cropping up, make list after list trying to 
stretch the budget and squeeze things into it, feel 
depressed when you go shopping, stress about having 
enough gas in the car for the Candy Cane Lane drive. 
You can get lost in the stress, and miss those special 
moments because your brain was too busy with worry-

ing about money.
When your daughter gets on stage at the concert, 

you notice that she is the only girl in runners — be-
cause her dress shoes didn’t fit anymore, a new (to 
her) pair wouldn’t fit in this months budget, and 
despite numerous phone calls you could not find a pair 
to borrow. By the time that you manage to shift your 
focus from your stress, the performance is nearly over 
and you are frowning, not just from worrying, but also 
because you let the stress take that moment. The be-
ginning of the Light Up The Night countdown reminds 
you that you only have 10 dollars for gas and that gas 
has to last for the week, so the Christmas light tour 
will have to be a short one. The lights switch on, and 
you discover that you did the countdown on autopilot 
while worrying. The magic of Christmas Eve is lost 
when you stand back and look at the tree, then bend 
back down to rearrange the gifts so that it looks like 
there are more than what’s actually there.

Last year, my daughters all had dress shoes on for 
the concert, because MMM Adopt a Family provided 
groceries for Christmas dinner and more, giving us 
budget room for shoes. Last year, we spent nearly a 
hour cruising through town gazing at the lights, be-
cause MMM Adopt a Family provided gifts for the girls, 
making more room in the budget for fuel. I actually 
had to rearrange the gifts so that they didn’t take up 
so much space! My husband and I never buy each oth-
er Christmas gifts, but last year we had the pleasure 
of opening gifts that were not from our girls, but from 
MMM Adopt a Family. Last year, I shed tears of joy 
instead of crying due to stress and depression.

The MMM Adopt a Family program gave us Christ-
mas. It was so much more than gifts and groceries. 
They gave us the chance to enjoy those priceless mo-
ments without worrying about the prices that surround 
them. I noticed the kids that hogged the microphone 
at last year's concert, and smiled, and enjoyed...

A simple Thank You cannot begin to convey the 
gratitude that my husband and I feel, but there are 
no better words. Thank You to all MMM Adopt a Family 
donors. I hope that this letter helps to show you how 
your kindness and generosity can affect the recipi-
ents of your donations in ways beyond what you may 
imagine.
 
Have a Very Merry Christmas!

Name withheld at writer's request
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3 bdrm, 2 bath bungalow. Tonnes of upgrades, 
all expensive stuff is already done and home is 
waiting for you to put your own signature on it. 
Also includes single garage, huge deck and yard, 

and your very own hot tub to relax and 
enjoy a frosty New Year's Eve! 

Open house Sunday, Dec. 20 - 1:30 -3:30 PM
Pop by for Christmas treats and a tour!

OPEN HOUSE - Dec. 20 1:30 - 3:30 PM

Michelle Gillespie
Remax Real Estate

102-12650 151 St. 
Edmonton AB T5X 0A1 

780-457-3777780-271-3094
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293967 Alberta Ltd. o/a Tim Hortons

Hiring 18 Food Service Supervisors
$13.50/hr plus Benefits. Start ASAP

Experience 1 to 2 Years. Education Not Required

Hiring 50 Food Counter Attendants
$11.65/hr plus Benefits. Start ASAP
No Education / Experience Required

20-470 St. Albert Rd., St. Albert; 800-2 Hebert Rd. St. Albert; 
400-700 St. Albert Rd., St. Albert; 275 Camegle Drive., St. Albert; 

8809-100 St. Morinville.

Permanent, FT, PT, Shift, Weekend, 
Day, Night & Evening

Contact for Job Description
Apply in Person or Fax: 780-401-3376

Letter: Recreation Facility Citizen 
Group still has many concerns

Positive Signs:

The Morinville/Sturgeon Regional Recreation Facility Citizens Group pre-
sented our concerns to the Town Council of Morinville on September 8 and 
to the Sturgeon County Council on October 27.  Our members have attend-
ed Council meetings and open houses over that past 2 years hoping to see 
a Multi-use Regional Recreation Facility become a reality in the near future. 

We have seen what looks like some progress in the past few weeks from 
the Town of Morinville and Sturgeon County.  There was the passing of the 
bylaws to establish the Inter-municipal Affairs Committee and the mention 
that the $50,000 grant from that committee may go to the future Arena/
Rec. Facility. Also, with the County's purchase of the 50 acres next to the 
new Arena/Rec. Centre site the County has offered to cost share with the 
Town the installation of utilities to the area, which is helpful. As the need 
for operating cost sharing was pointed out in the 2013 Recreation Master 
Plan, the County has updated the formula they use to determine how much 
money is provided annually to the various communities within the County 
and there was an increase for all communities. Morinville will now receive 
$247,475 (up from $54,574).   

Mayor Holmes requested a quote on 2 options of Phases 1, which has 
now been supplied to the newly expanded Steering Committee.  The quote 
for Phase 1 is $25-$28M, has one arena, curling rink, fieldhouse, running 
track, common areas and retail space, and option 2 of Phase 1 has those 
items less the curling rink.  If the entire facility was built immediately and 
included an aquatic component the price tag is $48 Million component. 

Concerns:

The Town has expanded the Steering Committee, previously only Town 
Councilors, adding people from the general public and some local user 
groups. There are now 12 new people sitting on the Steering Committee, 
but there is not a single representative from any of the other Municipalities. 
That is alarming and telling. There is also a question as to the actual scope 
and powers of the Steering Committee. .  We question what power this new 
“Steering Committee really has, and if it will simply allow the Town Council 
and Administration to check off the box next to “public consultation”. 

With the $25-$28 Million just for Phase 1 and an already partially used 
budget of 13.75 (10 of which will be borrowed and uses up nearly half of 
the Towns borrowing limit of 22M) it is astonishing that the Town has not 
made a clear request for full partnership and/or capital from the obvious 
Regional partners (i.e. Sturgeon County, Town of Legal). There should be 
a deadline given to potential partners so the Town can determine an actual 

budget and a factual plan. 
The Spruce Grove Tri Leisure Centre was the result of the Municipali-

ties of Spruce Grove, Stony Plain and Parkland County working together 
to build and operate the facility.  The community, the Councils and the 
CAO’s worked together to create a successful project that has provided 
recreation, economic development, population growth and a larger tax 
base. Leduc and Athabasca are two more examples of successful facilities 
realized through Municipal Partnerships.  Some have required Petitions to 
bring all parties to the table, and some have been able to come together 
willingly realizing it is the best solution for their respective constituents.  It 
is our hope that the leadership within the Town and the County can choose 
to create the necessary partnerships now and build for the future so that 
we do not fall further behind these other municipalities in the Edmonton 
region.

There is no logic to how this process is being handled other than the 
people that have the power and make the decisions have no intention of a 
sustainable Regional Recreation Facility becoming a reality anytime soon. 
Is this the transparent and responsive governance that we hear so much 
about but rarely see? The budget process is winding down and decisions 
must be made.  The Morinville/Sturgeon Regional Recreation Facility Citizen 
Group asks that there be immediate cooperation between both Morinville 
and Sturgeon Councils and their respective CAO’s work together to create a 
multi-use facility for this region. As a sign of acknowledgement to the pub-
lic we would ask the Sturgeon County CAO and or a Councillor sit on the 
newly created Steering committee. Commitment is required now.

Alanna Hnatiw
Morinville/Sturgeon Regional Recreation Facility Citizen Group

Ed: See Page 7 for more on local developments regarding the recreation 
project. 
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780.939.4217
www.CallQuinns.com

Plumbing & Heating Ltd.

For over 40 years!

Tel: (780) 939-4217
9923-101 Street, Morinville, AB T8R 1G2

www.quinnsplumbing.com

For the peace of mind 
that comes with quiet, 
dependable warmth and 
energy efficiency that can 
save you money, discover 
Comfortmaker®  systems.

Bringing  
comfort to 
your home.

© 2014 International Comfort Products

 Air Conditioning & Heating

See warranty certi�cate for details
.

10
Timely registration required.
See warranty certi�cate for 

details and restrictions.

Purchase a Comformaker Home System from 
Quinn’s Pluming and receive a FREE...

OR

Wi-Fi FocusPRO 
Thermostat

HW265/225 Whole-House 
Bypass Humidifier

Plumbing & Heating Ltd.

For over 40 years!

Tel: (780) 939-4217
9923-101 Street, Morinville, AB T8R 1G2

www.quinnsplumbing.com

For the peace of mind 
that comes with quiet, 
dependable warmth and 
energy efficiency that can 
save you money, discover 
Comfortmaker®  systems.

Bringing  
comfort to 
your home.

© 2014 International Comfort Products

 Air Conditioning & Heating

See warranty certi�cate for details
.

10
Timely registration required.
See warranty certi�cate for 

details and restrictions.

Purchase a Comformaker Home System from 
Quinn’s Pluming and receive a FREE...

OR

Wi-Fi FocusPRO 
Thermostat

HW265/225 Whole-House 
Bypass Humidifier
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Council slashes and burns 
before passing budget 2016

by Tristan Turner

Council has unanimously passed second 
and third reading of Budget 2016 after making 
hundreds of thousands worth of cuts and a few 
additions to the budget. The budget as passed 
would represent approximately a 3 per cent tax 
increase for Morinville property owners, but 2016 
tax rates will not be set until spring.

Cuts hit Library, SJB Festival, 
roads and town departments

First on the chopping block was the citizen 
mobile app that would have allowed citizens to 
receive information about the town and report 
things like damage to town roads, or the need 
for snow clearance. Deputy Mayor Rob Ladouceur 
originally proposed the app but ended up sup-
porting a unanimous vote to remove it from the 
budget after Administration identified 75 per cent 
of respondents to the Citizen Budget Survey had 
no interest. "The people have spoken, and they 
don’t want [the app]," Ladouceur said. 

Also slashed that evening was $30,000 from 
the Morinville Community Library requested bud-
get increase. The library has reported to Council 
that they may respond to this by reducing hours 
and/or removing staff. The cut to the library's 
more than $100,000 increase over their 2015 
budget request was motioned by Councillor Bou-
testein. Deputy Mayor Ladouceur and Councillor 
Brennan Fitzgerald opposed the cut. Councillor 
Barry Turner abstained from debate and vote due 
to a pecuniary interest. 

An operational project to do annual crack seal-
ing at a cost of $140,000 was cut by $85,0000 
to allow a three-year repair cycle. The town has 
strived for a 4-5 year cycle but has fallen to a 
5-6 year cycle in recent years. The cut followed a 
motion from Councillor Stephen Dafoe. Council-
lors Turner and Putnam, as well as Deputy Mayor 

Ladouceur, who advocated for the status quo the 
Town had been on originally, opposed the motion.

A $140,000 general cut to the budget was 
brought forward by Councillor Bary Turner, which 
received unanimous support. Town Administra-
tion will come back to Council with a few recom-
mendations where they can trim and where they 
will find efficiencies. 

The Morinville Festival Society's request for 
$35,000 in festival funding was cut by $16,500 
after a motion from Councillor Dafoe. In addition 
to the festival funding, the Town provides ap-
proximately $16,500 in funding through in-kind 
services for the summer festival. Dafoe's motion 
passed with Councillor Turner and Deputy Mayor 
Ladouceur opposing.

Council adds over $200,000 in 
staff and oprational projects

Council voted to add a couple of new staff po-
sitions and new money for the implementation of 
last year’s Org Review, to the tune of $200,396.

Town Administration had originally requested 
four new staff positions for 2016. Council ap-
proved Councillor Dafoe's Nov. 24 motion to re-
move all four positions on the basis any member 
of Council could add any individual position back 
in and debate its merits.

Two of the four positions made it back in. 
First to be added was the position of RCMP 

clerk, which sets the Town back $70,138. The 
position will provide support to the local RCMP 
detachment and Community Peace Officers in 
dealing with obligations with paperwork and 
other administrative tasks. The motion to add it 
back into the budget was proposed by Deputy 
Mayor Ladouceur and passed unanimously.

A new accounting position in the Financial 
Services Department was motioned by Councillor 
Gord Putnam and received Council's unanimous 
support. The new employee, identified in last 



      |December 16, 2015 |     Page 7     MorinvilleNews.com

Morinville Community Library 
Hours of Operation 

Monday - Thursday  10 am - 8 pm 
Friday  10 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4 pm 
Sunday  12 pm - 4 pm 

Closed Holidays 

10125 - 100 Avenue 
Morinville, Alberta  T8R 1P8 

Phone:  780-939-3292  FAX:  780-939-2757 
EMAIL:  info@morinvillelibrary.ca 

WEBSITE:  www.morinvillelibrary.ca 

LEGO BLOCK PARTY 
Saturday, December 19th  1 - 2 pm 

Cozy Corner Stories 
There will be no Cozy Corner Stories on 

Thursday, December 24th or 31st. 
Cozy Corner Stories will start up again on 

Thursday, January 7th. 

HOLIDAY HOURS 
Thursday, December 24th 
Friday, December 25th 
Saturday, December 26th 
Sunday, December 27th 
Monday, December 28th 
Tuesday, December 29th 
Wednesday, December 30th 
Thursday, December 31st 
Friday, January 1st 

10 am - 12 Noon 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 
Noon - 4 pm 
10 am - 8 pm 
10 am - 8 pm 
10 am - 8 pm 
10 am - 12 Noon 
CLOSED 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Years! 

Proud Supporter Of The 
Morinville Community Library

Morinville Community Library

Hours of Operation
Monday-Thursday 10 am - 8 pm

Friday 10 am - 6 pm
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm
Sunday 12 pm - 4 pm

Closed Holidays

10125 - 100 Avenue
Morinville, AB. T8R 1P8

Phone: 780-939-3292 FAX: 780-939-2757
eMail: info@morinvillelibrary.ca

Website: www.MorinvilleLibrary.ca

9910 - 100 St. Morinville      780.939.2100

year's organizational review, will cost the town 
$85,258.

Councillor Brennan Fitzgerald moved to add an 
assistant for the CAO's office, valued at approxi-
mately $93,000, back into the budget for debate.  
The motion was defeated 6-1 with only Councillor 
Turner supporting the additional position.

An additional maintenance position for the cul-
tural centre was not brought back onto the table 
for debate. 

Free family entertainment and 
organizational review funding

Following an information request from a previ-
ous meeting, Councillor Dafoe motioned to make 
all of the 2016 5th Anniversary concert series 

children/family events at the cultural centre free, 
excluding the annual Missoula Children's Theater 
event. The motion passed unanimously. 

Councillor Turner motioned to add $40,000 for 
the implementation of items left over from last 
year's Organizational Effectiveness and Efficien-
cy Review. The item passed with only Councillor 
Nicole Boutestein opposing.

Council unanimously passed Second and 
Third reading as amended, although a motion to 
defer Third Reading until Dec. 15 failed with only 
Councillor's Fitzerald and Dafoe supporting the 
motion. 

Tax rates will be set in April or May
with property tax bills to follow

by Tristan Turner

In a unanimous vote, Council has moved to 
appoint Sturgeon County Councillors Jerry Kaup 
and Patrick Tighe, who will work with Morinville 
Councillors Boutestein, Putnam, and Ladouceur 
on the committee, along with 12 members of the 
public who had applied to serve on the commit-
tee before the Town’s deadline. The committee 
will continue to review information available 
about the progress on the facility and provide 
recommendations to Council on how to move 
forward.

Notice of Motion to hold potential 
plebiscite on rec facility debt

Councillor Stephen Dafoe gave a Notice of 
Motion at the end of the Dec. 8 Council meet-
ing that could send Morinvillians to the polls in a 
plebiscite for the second time since the beginning 
of this Council’s mandate. The notice of motion, 
which will be put on the table for debate at the 
Jan. 12 meeting, would send residents to the 
polls should Council's decision to build require 
borrowing an amount that could not be repaid in 

five years. Morinvillians would potentially vote to 
support a larger or longer debt or vote against 
long-term borrowing to fund the new centre.

Dafoe took the opportunity during budget 
discussions Nov. 24 to get in a question to CFO 
Andrew Isbister about how much of the Town’s 
$22 million debt limit the community would 
need to borrow to finance the rec centre project, 
originally budgeted at $13.75 million in the 2015 
Budget.

Isbister said if the facility were built today with 
the budgeted amount of $13.75 million and no 
other revenue sources, the Town would need to 
borrow “about $8 to $10 million dollars.”

Council has requested pricing on two poten-
tial options for more than an arena. Both options 
include a field house. One option includes a 
running track and curling rink. That request was 
made at the Nov. 24 Council meeting and re-
vealed to be in the $25 to $28 million range at a 
subsequent Steering Committee meeting.

If Dafoe's Jan. 12 motion passes, it does not 
guarantee the Town will borrow beyond the ca-
pacity of a five-year payback, nor are the results 
of a municipal plebiscite in Alberta legally bind-
ing. They are often used as a gauge of public 
opinion.

Rec Steering Committee adds two from 
County, long-term borrowing to be debated
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Main: 780-939-4361 Fax: 780-939-5633 Public Works: 780-939-2590 Community Services: 780-939-7839

Oh What FUN!

thE JUNGLE BOOK
Missoula Children’s theatre
Saturday, February 27, 2016

iLUMiDaNCE
Rainbow Dance theatre
Thursday, March 10, 2016

SNOW aNGEL
Quest theatre

Saturday, January 23, 2016

SPLaSh N’ BOOtS
Saturday, February 20, 2016

tiCKEtS MaKE GREat
ChRiStMaS PRESENtS!

thE thREE MUSKEtEERS
Dufflebag Theatre
Sunday, April 10, 2016

LiVE at the CCC

Important
Reminders 
from the
Town

Holiday 
Office Hours

 December 24: Closed
 December 25: Closed
 December 31: Closed
 January 1: Closed

All unpaid taxes are due by December 31, 2015.
Any taxes that are in arrears as of January 1, 2016 

will be subject to a penalty of 18%.

Utility payments are due by December 31, 2015.
(Please note: Town Office is closed December 31)& U T I L I T I E S

If you wish to make payments December 31, 2015, you can do so through your regular 
banking institution, the Town secure drop-off box, or provide post-dated cheques prior to.

To allow our hardworking support staff time to enjoy with family this holiday season 
our front counter and administration lines will be closed on the following days:

December 24 closing at 3 p.m. December 25 closed all day
December 31 closing at 3 p.m. January 1 closed all day

Our office will also be closed on December 16 at 1 p.m.
to allow all staff to attend a Detachment meeting

For Emergencies Dial 9-1-1 RCMP Complaint Line:  780-939-4520Morinville
RCMP

The Morinville Food Bank Society, 
Knights of Columbus and The Town 

of Morinville wish to extend their 
gratitude to everyone who made 
generous donations to this year’s 

successful Fill-A-Bus campaign.  At 
the end of the day on Friday, a 

total of 4,378lbs of food, 4,800lbs 
of bottled water, approximately 

1,200lbs of pet food (courtesy of 
Champion Pet Foods) and $4,207.80 
was collected.  We would like to say 

a special thank you to the volunteers 
who loaded and unloaded the bus, 
and to everyone who contributed.

3 Add ‘Em Up 
Bookkeeping Services

3 CUPE Local 2426
3 Chris & Tracey’s No Frills
3 Drayden Insurance
3 GH Primeau School 
3 Lafarge Morinville
3 Morinville Business Centre
3 Morinville Firefighters 

Association
3 Morinville Municipal 

Seed Cleaning Plant
3 Morinville News
3 Morinville Physiotherapy

3 Morinville Public Library
3 Morinville Town 

Council & Staff
3 Muniware Information 

Systems Inc.
3 Putnam & Lawson
3 Rotary Club of Morinville
3 RV City 
3 Scotiabank — 

Morinville Branch
3 Servus Credit Union — 

Morinville Branch
3 Sobey’s Morinville
3 Spiker Equipment

2015
FILL-A-BUS

Campaign

Thank you 
Morinville!
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Civic Hall: 10125 - 100 Avenue, Phone: 780-939-4361 Fax: 780-939-5633 www.morinville.ca

Take notice that 
Planning and 
Development Fee 
Policy PD408/2015 
has been adopted by 
Council establishing fees 
for the provisions of 
planning, subdivision, 
development, and 
Safety Codes services.

This revised Fee Policy 
comes into effect on 
JANUARY 4th, 2016, 
pursuant to article 4.2 
of this Policy.

A copy of Policy 
PD408/2015 is available 
for viewing online at 
www.morinville.ca or by 
contacting the Planning 
& Development 
Department at the 2nd 
Floor of St. Germain 
Place or calling 
780.939.7857.

Policy PD408/2015 
replaces Planning and 
Development Fee Policy 
PD323/2014.

PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

FEE POLICY

16
JAN

SATURDAY

2
0

1
6

Morinville Community 
Cultural Centre

9502 - 100 Ave., Morinville
Tel: 780.939.7888
www.morinville.ca

LIVE at the CCC
Share the Magic!

Derina Harvey Band

RESERVED CABARET SEATING

$45TicketsTime 

Purchase tickets at 
www.tixonthesquare.ca, by phone 

at 780-939-7888 or in person 
at the MCCC box office

Cocktails 6:00 pm 
Dinner 6:30 pm
Show 8:00 pm

Sponsored by: Catering by:
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Meet Matthew! This big guy is a 4 
year old domestic longhair. He was 
given the name Matthew because 
he came to us with an unbelievable 
amount of matts in his fur, but we 

fixed him right up! He has been living 
outside for the last 3 years so it is 
taking him a bit of time to get used 

to being around people. He absolutely 
adores being patted, and I know that 
he has a lot of love to give! He has 

been neutered, microchipped, tattooed, 
dewormed, and vaccinated. All that 
he needs now is to find his perfect 
forever home. Come meet Matthew 

today, or call us for more information 
780-939-3133. 

9804 90 Ave. Morinville

780-939-3133
www.morinvillevet.com

Council says no to 
bi-weekly garbage 

and bi-weekly winter 
organics collection

by Tristan Turner

In a unanimous vote, Council has approved the 2016 Waste Bylaw, which 
sets rates and levels of service for trash, recyclables and organics pickup. 
The law saw no major increases or changes to rates but saw a great deal of 
debate on the issues of solid waste and organic pickup. 

During the debate, Councillor Brennan FitzGerald motioned an amendment 
to move to bi-weekly garbage pickup, arguing it would reduce the amount 
of waste diverted to landfills and would increase organics usage. While he 
accepted that the move might be less convenient for some people, he said 
it would be a step in the right direction, and would provide some savings for 
residents. 

Councillor Stephen Dafoe was not entirely against the idea of reducing 
solid waste pickup but cautioned against moving ahead right away. 

“I’m all about reducing the amount of waste going to the landfill, but I 
would like to see a first step being more education and perhaps looking at 
going to weekly organics pickup throughout the year to start getting people 
to separate that [material]," he said. "Once we’ve had some success there, I 
would be all over doing your motion to do solid waste every two weeks."

Mayor Holmes made it clear she did not support the reduction in trash 
pickup. “I supported your motion last time [to Councilor FitzGerald], in order 
to get this information, but it was reported that I supported this, which I 
don’t ... I don’t believe in it because I think we’re taking away the choice. 
And there’s so many people in Morinville that may require [weekly solid waste 
pickup], and I know that last time this got brought up, we were flooded 
by emails from young families that have children who can’t [have garbage 
pickup twice a month]," Holmes said, going on to advocate for a project to 
educate Morinvillians on waste diversion practices.

Councillor FitzGerald responded to these and other Council comments 
saying: “I think that St. Albert seems to manage fine with this in place. It is a 
young community as well, and there are opportunities for residents to pur-
chase another waste bin if it's so needed. I think that people like their routine 
and they don’t like their routine to be disturbed, and I certainly appreciate 
the idea that education is needed, and I think it is. But I think it goes hand 
in hand with a little bit of disturbance to the routine. So whenever we bring 
this up, we’re always going to run into the same [concerns]... and it’s always 
going to be difficult. And one day, it just needs to be done. Now is a good a 
time as any.”

The motion was defeated 6-1 with Councillor FitzGerald the only supporter.
Councillor Stephen Dafoe made a motion to increase organics pick up to 

weekly during the winter months rather than monthly, but ultimately accept-
ed a friendly amendment to make it bi-weekly in the winter. 

“I think the way to reduce the amount of waste that goes to the landfill is 
through the increased use of organics ... and my personal belief is that not 
enough people are [using the organics bins] for meat and other food during 
the winter because it’s sitting there for a month.”

Councillor Boutestein spoke to her concerns about the feasibility of in-
creased usage in the winter months. “The problem I have with it ... is it’s 
such a big container. So in the winter when there’s snow in my driveway, 
and the snow is packed," she said. "I’m not going to be hauling this massive 
container down my driveway that maybe has 10 banana peels in it. So if we 
could use a smaller container that would be helpful because now I put that 
thing on the side of my house, and I don’t touch it until May."

The motion failed with Councillors Dafoe and FitzGerald supporting.
New rates for waste, water and sewer will take effect Jan. 1.

The village tree
On Thursday Kathleen Schacker was admiring the ladder Christmas 
tree at Aspen. The ladder tree was put together by Judith Clarke.

- Lucie Roy Photo
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Pecan 
Cookie 
Balls
These buttery melt-in-your mouth cookies, also known as Mexican Wedding 
Cakes, make a great holiday gift or cookie exchange addition.

1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
2 1/2 cups confectioners’ sugar, divided
2 teaspoons McCormick Pure Vanilla Extract
1/2 teaspoon McCormick Nutmeg, Ground
1/8 teaspoon salt
2 cups flour
2 cups finely chopped pecans

1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Beat butter in large bowl with electric mixer on 
medium speed until light and fluffy. Add 1/2 cup of the sugar and vanilla, 
nutmeg and salt; beat until well-blended. Stir in flour and pecans.
2. Shape into 1-inch balls. Place 1 inch apart on ungreased baking sheets.
3. Bake 15 minutes. Remove from baking sheets. Immediately roll hot 
cookies in remaining 2 cups sugar. Place sugared cookies on wire racks to 
cool. When cool, roll again in sugar. Makes 4 dozen, or 24 (2 cookie) serv-
ings.

• Each serving: About 214 calories, 15g fat, 20 g carbohydrate, 22mg cho-
lesterol, 95mg sodium, 1g fiber, 2g protein.

For more holiday recipes, visit www.mccormick.com.
© 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

Here Are The Contest Instructions And Rules:
1 – Each issue of the Morinville News from Nov. 25 to Dec. 16 will feature a 12 Pages of Christmas pull-out section
with Advertisements from local businesses offering specials for the Christmas season. 2 – All you need to do is 
unscramble the AD WORDS in the Christmas Oraments at the top of the page each week for your chance to win a 
Christmas Prize Package from participating businesses. (Approx. Value $600). 3 – Send your unscrambled entry 
to editor@morinvillenews.com 4 – Include your name and phone number so we can call you if you are the winner 
selected by our Dec. 18 deadline. Contest closes Dec. 18 - 4 p.m.

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A $600 CHRISTMAS PRIZE PACK

Contest Ad Words = Night

Easy No-Cook 
Eggnog
Your holiday visitors will be surprised 
when they discover that this rich and 
creamy eggnog requires absolutely no 
cooking -- and you'll be happy that this 
no-fail treat can be ready in less than 5 
minutes.

1 1/2 cups half-and-half
1 cup egg substitiute
1 cup vanilla ice cream
2 tablespoons sugar
1 tablespoon McCormick Pure Vanilla Extract
1/2 teaspoon McCormick Nutmeg, Ground
1/4 teaspoon McCormick Imitation Rum Extract

1. Place all ingredients in blender container. Cover. Blend 1 minute or 
until well-mixed.

2. Serve immediately, or refrigerate until ready to serve. Makes 8 
(1/2-cup) servings.

• Each serving: About 128 calories, 8g fat, 9 g carbohydrate, 25mg 
cholesterol, 85mg sodium, 0g fiber, 5g protein.

© 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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780•939•5150 I morinvillephysio.com
U n I t  1 7 , 8 8 0 7  -  1 0 0  S t r e e t, M o r I n v I l l eOPEN

Mon - Fri
7:00 am - 7:00 pm

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A $600 CHRISTMAS PRIZE PACK

Contest Ad Words = Silent


